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Eric Foner A Short History Of Reconstruction Eric Foner A Short History of Reconstruction:

An  In-Depth  Overview  Reconstruction  stands  as  one  of  the  most  transformative  and

tumultuous periods in American history. Following the devastation of the Civil War, the

United States  faced the  daunting challenge of  reintegration,  redefining civil  rights,  and

rebuilding a fractured nation. Among the most influential historians to explore this era is Eric

Foner, whose work "A Short History of Reconstruction" offers a comprehensive, nuanced,

and  accessible  account  of  this  critical  period.  This  article  delves  into  Foner's  insights,

exploring  the  key  themes,  historical  debates,  and  lasting  impact  of  Reconstruction  as

presented  in  his  influential  work.  Understanding  the  Context  of  Reconstruction

Reconstruction, spanning roughly from 1865 to 1877, was the period during which the

United States grappled with reintegrating the rebellious Southern states into the Union and

transforming the social, political, and economic fabric of the nation. The aftermath of the

Civil War left the country divided, with the abolition of slavery fundamentally altering the

social order. Key contextual factors include: - The end of the Civil War in 1865, resulting in

the defeat of the Confederacy. - The abolition of slavery through the 13th Amendment. - The

need to rebuild war-torn Southern states. - The federal government’s efforts to protect newly

freed African Americans' civil rights. - Political conflicts between Radical Republicans and

more moderate factions. Eric Foner’s Approach to the History of Reconstruction Eric Foner,

a  renowned  historian  specializing  in  19th-century  American  history,  approaches

Reconstruction through a lens that emphasizes its complexity and contested nature. His "A

Short History of Reconstruction" is praised for its clarity, balanced perspective, and emphasis
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on the agency of African Americans. Foner’s key methodological and thematic approaches

include: - Challenging traditional narratives that depicted Reconstruction as a failure or a

corrupt enterprise. - Highlighting the achievements of Reconstruction, particularly the efforts

to establish civil rights and political participation for African Americans. - Exploring the

political  struggles  between  different  factions,  including  Radical  Republicans,  Southern

Democrats, and President Andrew Johnson. - Emphasizing the importance of race, identity,

and social change during this period. - Recognizing Reconstruction as both a promise and a

tragedy, with gains ultimately rolled back during the Jim Crow era. Major Themes in Foner’s

"A Short History of Reconstruction" 2 The Legacy of the Civil War and Emancipation Foner

begins  by  situating  Reconstruction  within  the  broader  context  of  the  Civil  War  and

emancipation. The abolition of slavery was a revolutionary act that created new social and

political  realities:  -  The  13th  Amendment  (1865)  abolished  slavery.  -  Emancipation

transformed African Americans from enslaved people into citizens with rights. - The war's

conclusion left unresolved issues of racial equality and political power. Foner emphasizes that

the fight for civil rights did not end with emancipation but became central to Reconstruction

efforts. The Political Landscape and Key Players Reconstruction was characterized by fierce

political battles, involving: - The Radical Republicans, who pushed for full civil rights and

political participation for African Americans. - President Andrew Johnson, whose lenient

policies and vetoes often obstructed Radical initiatives. - The Southern Redeemers, white

Democrats seeking to restore white supremacy and undo Reconstruction reforms. - African

American leaders who emerged as political actors, advocating for their communities. Foner

details how these actors shaped policies and the trajectory of Reconstruction. The Role of

African Americans One of Foner’s significant contributions is highlighting the agency of

African  Americans  during  Reconstruction:  -  African  Americans  participated  actively  in
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politics, serving as voters, officeholders, and community organizers. - The establishment of

the Freedmen's Bureau (1865) aimed to assist freedpeople with education, employment, and

legal  rights.  -  The  rise  of  African  American  political  leaders,  including  senators  and

congressmen, marked a historic shift. Foner underscores that African Americans sought to

claim  their  rights  and  reshape  their  social  standing  despite  violent  opposition.  The

Achievements of Reconstruction Despite facing intense resistance, Reconstruction achieved

notable  advances:  -  The  passage  of  the  14th  Amendment  (1868),  guaranteeing  equal

protection under the law. - The 15th Amendment (1870), prohibiting states from denying the

right to vote based on race. - The establishment of public schools and other institutions to

promote literacy and civic engagement. - The creation of new state governments that included

African American participation. Foner portrays these achievements as foundational for future

civil rights struggles. 3 The Collapse and End of Reconstruction Foner examines the factors

leading to the end of Reconstruction in 1877: - The Compromise of 1877, which resolved the

disputed presidential election and led to the withdrawal of federal troops from the South. -

The  rise  of  white  supremacist  groups  like  the  Ku Klux Klan,  which  used  violence  to

intimidate African Americans and suppress voting.  -  The rollback of  Reconstruction-era

reforms through "Jim Crow" laws and disenfranchisement. - The failure to establish lasting

protections for African Americans in the political and social spheres. Foner emphasizes that

the end of Reconstruction was not inevitable but resulted from political compromises and

systemic  resistance.  Historical  Debates  and  Interpretations  Foner's  work  engages  with

longstanding  debates  about  Reconstruction’s  significance,  success,  and  failure.

Reconstruction  as  a  Failed  Experiment  Historically,  many  viewed  Reconstruction  as  a

misguided effort that corrupted Southern society and failed to secure lasting change. Critics

argued that: - Reconstruction policies were corrupt or overly idealistic. - African Americans
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lacked the capacity for self- governance. - The federal government overstepped its bounds.

Foner challenges this narrative by highlighting the genuine achievements and the agency of

African Americans, arguing that the failure was rooted in white resistance rather than the

efforts themselves. Reconstruction as a Radical and Progressive Movement Foner emphasizes

that  Reconstruction  was  a  progressive  era  that  laid  groundwork  for  future  civil  rights

movements: - It challenged racial hierarchies. - It expanded political participation. - It set

legal  precedents  for  equality.  He portrays  Reconstruction as  a  noble,  though ultimately

incomplete,  attempt  to  forge  a  more  inclusive  nation.  The  Continuing  Legacy  of

Reconstruction Foner argues that understanding Reconstruction is essential to grasp ongoing

issues of race, civil rights, and American identity. The era’s struggles and setbacks echo in

contemporary debates over racial justice and constitutional rights. The Lasting Impact of

Foner’s "A Short History of Reconstruction" Foner’s concise yet comprehensive account has

shaped modern understanding of Reconstruction in several ways: - Reframing Reconstruction

as a period of significant 4 progress rather than solely failure. - Highlighting the importance

of  African  American  agency.  -  Challenging  stereotypes  about  the  era’s  corruption  and

violence.  -  Providing  a  foundation  for  subsequent  civil  rights  scholarship.  His  work

underscores  that  the  battle  for  racial  equality  has  deep roots  and that  the  promises  of

Reconstruction continue to influence American society today. Conclusion Eric Foner’s "A

Short History of Reconstruction" offers a vital, nuanced view of a complex and pivotal era.

By emphasizing the achievements, struggles, and failures of Reconstruction, Foner provides

readers with a deeper understanding of how this period shaped the modern United States.

Recognizing the historical debates and the ongoing legacy of Reconstruction is crucial for

appreciating the ongoing fight for racial justice and equality. This work remains an essential

resource for students, scholars, and anyone interested in the enduring legacy of America's
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most transformative post-Civil War period. QuestionAnswer Who is Eric Foner and what is

his significance in American history? Eric Foner is a renowned historian specializing in

American history, particularly the Civil War and Reconstruction eras. He is known for his

influential  scholarship and his  book 'A Short  History of  Reconstruction'  which offers  a

comprehensive overview of the period. What are the main themes discussed in 'A Short

History of Reconstruction'? The book explores themes such as the aftermath of the Civil

War, the struggles for racial equality, the political conflicts during Reconstruction, and the

legacy of that era in shaping modern America.  How does Eric Foner's interpretation of

Reconstruction  differ  from  previous  historians?  Foner  emphasizes  the  progressive

achievements of Reconstruction, such as the efforts to secure civil rights for freed slaves,

contrasting with earlier narratives that portrayed Reconstruction as a failure or a period of

corruption. What role did African Americans play during the Reconstruction era according to

Foner? Foner highlights that African Americans actively participated in political life, voting,

and holding office, which was unprecedented and crucial in shaping the policies and direction

of Reconstruction. How does Foner describe the decline of Reconstruction? He describes the

decline as a result  of  political  compromises,  rising white supremacist  violence, and the

withdrawal of federal troops, which led to the rollback of many gains made by African

Americans. What is the significance of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments in Foner's

account? Foner emphasizes that these amendments were monumental in establishing civil

rights  and  suffrage  for  African  Americans,  marking  a  transformative  period  in  U.S.

constitutional history. 5 How does Foner view the legacy of Reconstruction in contemporary

America? He sees Reconstruction as foundational in the ongoing struggle for racial equality

and civil  rights,  acknowledging both its  achievements and the persistent  challenges that

followed. What lessons does Foner suggest we learn from the Reconstruction era? Foner
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suggests that the era teaches the importance of federal intervention in protecting civil rights,

the dangers of racial violence, and the need for persistent efforts toward racial justice. Why is

'A Short History of Reconstruction' considered a relevant and essential read today? Because

it provides a nuanced understanding of a pivotal period in American history, highlighting

issues  of  race,  politics,  and constitutional  change that  remain relevant  in  contemporary

debates on civil rights and social justice. Eric Foner's A Short History of Reconstruction: An

In-Depth Analysis of a Landmark Text --- Introduction Eric Foner's A Short History of

Reconstruction has become one of the most influential and widely read accounts of the

tumultuous period following the American Civil War. As a renowned historian specializing in

19th-century  American  history,  Foner's  work  offers  a  comprehensive,  nuanced,  and

accessible narrative that challenges many traditional interpretations of Reconstruction. This

article aims to dissect the core themes, historical significance, and analytical depth of Foner's

work, providing a detailed understanding of why this book remains essential reading for

students, scholars, and anyone interested in American history. --- The Significance of A Short

History  of  Reconstruction  A  Reassessment  of  Reconstruction  Reconstruction,  spanning

roughly from 1865 to 1877, was a pivotal era that redefined the United States' political,

social, and racial landscape. For decades, the period was often portrayed in simplistic or

negative terms, emphasizing corruption, chaos, or the failure of racial integration. Foner's A

Short  History  of  Reconstruction  critically  reexamines  these  narratives,  emphasizing

Reconstruction as a complex, transformative process and a noble effort to redefine American

democracy.  Foner’s  Approach  and  Methodology  Foner  adopts  a  revisionist  approach,

challenging  earlier  historiography  that  painted  Reconstruction  as  a  period  of  Northern

overreach  and  Southern  decay.  Drawing  on  a  vast  array  of  primary  sources—such  as

government  documents,  personal  letters,  and  contemporary  newspaper  accounts—Foner
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reconstructs a detailed and balanced narrative. His analytical lens emphasizes the agency of

African Americans,  the  struggles  of  Southern  whites,  and the  political  machinations  in

Washington, all within a broader context of racial struggle and national identity. --- The

Structure and Content of the Book Overview of the Main Sections Foner’s A Short History of

Reconstruction is organized into distinct but interconnected chapters that cover: 1. The End

of the Civil War and the Beginning of Reconstruction 2. Reconstruction Politics and Policies

3. African Americans and the Fight for Civil Rights 4. The Collapse of Reconstruction 5.

Legacy  and  Historical  Interpretations  Each  section  Eric  Foner  A  Short  History  Of

Reconstruction 6 delves into specific themes, illustrating the complexities and contradictions

of the era. --- The End of the Civil War and the Initiation of Reconstruction The Civil War’s

Aftermath Foner begins by setting the stage: the devastation wrought by the Civil War and

the imperative of reunification. He emphasizes that the war's end was not merely a military

victory  but  a  profound  social  upheaval  requiring  political  reintegration  and  societal

reconstruction. Presidential vs. Congressional Reconstruction A key aspect of this period was

the power struggle between President Andrew Johnson and Congress. Foner details Johnson’s

lenient approach toward the South, which aimed to restore the Union swiftly but failed to

protect  the  rights  of  newly  freed  slaves  or  implement  meaningful  reforms.  Congress,

especially  Radical  Republicans,  sought  to  impose  stricter  policies,  including  military

oversight and protections for Black citizens. --- Reconstruction Politics and Policies The

Radical Reconstruction Foner emphasizes the role of Radical Republicans who pushed for a

more comprehensive restructuring of Southern society. The 1867 Reconstruction Acts, which

divided the South into military districts and mandated new state constitutions, are highlighted

as pivotal moments. The 14th and 15th Amendments Foner provides an in-depth analysis of

these constitutional amendments, which aimed to secure civil rights and voting rights for
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African Americans. He examines their drafting, ratification, and the resistance they faced,

illustrating how these legal changes were both groundbreaking and contested. The Role of

Federal Agencies and the Freedmen’s Bureau The Freedmen’s Bureau, established to aid

freed  slaves  and  impoverished  Southerners,  is  presented  as  a  crucial  but  often

underappreciated institution. Foner explores its successes and limitations, emphasizing its role

in education, legal aid, and economic assistance. --- African Americans and the Fight for

Civil  Rights  Agency and Resistance Foner’s  narrative underscores  the active agency of

African Americans during Reconstruction. They established churches, schools, and political

institutions, and participated in elections in unprecedented numbers. The formation of Black

churches and the rise of Black political leaders are highlighted as symbols of resilience.

Political Participation and Leadership The election of Black legislators to local, state, and

national offices marked a revolutionary moment. Foner discusses figures like Hiram Revels

and Blanche K. Bruce, illustrating how Black political participation challenged entrenched

racial hierarchies. Challenges and Violence Despite progress, Reconstruction faced fierce

opposition, including violence from groups such as the Ku Klux Klan. Foner details the

widespread intimidation, disenfranchisement efforts, and violence aimed at suppressing Black

political  power.  ---  The Collapse  of  Reconstruction The End of  Federal  Support  Foner

analyzes how political compromises, waning Northern interest, and the withdrawal of federal

troops in 1877 led to the collapse of Reconstruction policies. The contested 1876 presidential

election and the Compromise of 1877 effectively ended federal enforcement of civil rights in

the  South.  Redeemer  Governments  and  Segregation  Post-Reconstruction  Southern

governments,  often  called  "Redeemers,"  sought  to  restore  white  supremacy  through

segregation,  Eric  Foner  A  Short  History  Of  Reconstruction  7  disenfranchisement,  and

violence. Foner discusses the institutionalization of Jim Crow laws and the rollback of gains
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made by African  Americans.  ---  Legacy and Historical  Interpretations  Reevaluating  the

Reconstruction Era Foner stresses that Reconstruction was a noble but unfinished effort to

realize  the  promise  of  equality  and  democracy.  He  critiques  earlier  historiography  that

dismissed Reconstruction as a failure, arguing instead that it laid critical groundwork for

future civil rights movements. The Continuing Impact The book concludes by connecting

Reconstruction to later struggles for racial justice and constitutional rights, demonstrating its

enduring significance in American history. --- Analytical Themes and Contributions Race and

Democracy Foner’s work places racial equality at the heart of Reconstruction, emphasizing

that the period was fundamentally about redefining American democracy to include formerly

enslaved African Americans. Agency and Resistance A hallmark of Foner’s analysis is the

recognition of Black agency. Rather than viewing African Americans solely as victims, he

highlights their active role in shaping their destinies and challenging racial oppression. The

Limits of Reconstruction While acknowledging its achievements, Foner also examines the

systemic  limitations—such  as  persistent  racism,  economic  disparities,  and  political

opposition—that curtailed the full realization of equality. --- Critical Reception and Impact

Scholarly Acclaim Foner’s A Short History of Reconstruction has received widespread praise

for  its  clarity,  depth,  and balanced perspective.  It  is  often lauded for  making complex

historical debates accessible to general readers without sacrificing scholarly rigor. Influence

on  Public  Understanding  The  book  has  played  a  significant  role  in  reshaping  public

perceptions  of  Reconstruction,  emphasizing  its  achievements  and  challenges  rather  than

depicting it as a mere failure. --- Conclusion Eric Foner's A Short History of Reconstruction

stands as a landmark contribution to American historiography, offering a detailed, nuanced,

and critically engaged account of a pivotal era. By foregrounding issues of race, agency, and

democracy, Foner not only revises traditional narratives but also underscores the ongoing
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relevance  of  Reconstruction’s  struggles  and  achievements.  For  anyone  seeking  a

comprehensive understanding of this complex period, Foner’s work remains an indispensable

resource that enriches our understanding of American history and the ongoing quest for racial

justice and equality. Eric Foner, A Short History of Reconstruction, Reconstruction era,

American history, Civil War aftermath, 19th-century America, Radical Republicans, African

American rights, Reconstruction policies, post-Civil War reconstruction, historical analysis
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named a most anticipated book of 2023 by the millions lively insightful writings on black

music feminism literature and events from a masterful  critic  and master  teacher walton

muyumba boston globe in search of a beautiful freedom brings together the best work from

farah jasmine griffin s rich forays on music black feminism literature the crises of hurricane

katrina and covid 19 and the black artists she esteems she moves from evoking the haunting

strength of odetta and the rise of soprano popular singers in the 1970s to the forging of a

black women s literary renaissance and the politics of malcolm x through the lens of black

feminism she reflects on pivotal moments in recent american history including the banning of

toni morrison s beloved and celebrates the intellectuals artists and personal relationships that

have shaped her identity and her work featuring new and unpublished essays along with ones

first appearing in outlets such as the new york times and npr in search of a beautiful freedom

is a captivating collection that celebrates the work of one of the few great intellectuals in our

time cornel west

asim traces the roots and meanings behind the racial slur and argues that using the word

keeps blacks at the bottom of america s socioeconomic ladder he also proves there is a place

for this word in the mouths and on the pens of those who truly understand its twisted history
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in  the south after  the civil  war segregation and race itself  was based on the idea that

interracial sex posed a biological threat to the white race in this groundbreaking book charles

robinson  examines  how white  southerners  enforced  antimiscegenation  laws  his  findings

challenge conventional wisdom documenting a pattern of selective prosecutions under which

interracial  domestic relationships were punished even more harshly than transient sexual

encounters

an illustrated edition of the 1619 project with newly commissioned artwork and archival

images the new york times magazine s award winning reframing of the american founding

and its contemporary echoes placing slavery and resistance at the center of the american story

here in these pages black art provides refuge the marriage of beautiful haunting and profound

words and imagery creates an experience for the reader a wanting to reflect to sit in both the

discomfort and the joy to contemplate what a nation owes a people who have contributed so

much and yet received so little and maybe even to act nikole hannah jones from the preface

curated by the editors of the new york times magazine led by pulitzer prize winning journalist

nikole hannah jones this illustrated edition of the 1619 project features seven chapters from

the original book that lend themselves to beautiful engaging visuals deepening the experience

of the content the 1619 project a visual experience offers the same revolutionary idea as the

original book an argument for a new national origin story that begins in late august of 1619

when a cargo ship of people stolen from africa arrived on the shores of point comfort virginia

only by reckoning with this difficult history and understanding its powerful influence on our

present can we prepare ourselves for a more just future filled with original art by thirteen

black artists like carrie mae weems calida rawles vitus shell xaviera simmons on the themes

of resistance and freedom a brand new photo essay about slave auction sites vivid photos of

black americans celebrating their own forms of patriotism and a collection of archival images
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of black families by black photographers this gorgeous volume offers readers a dynamic new

way of experiencing the impact of the 1619 project complete with many of the powerful

essays and vignettes from the original edition written by some of the most brilliant journalists

scholars and thinkers of our time the 1619 project a visual experience brings to life a fuller

more comprehensive understanding of american history and culture

1  new  york  times  bestseller  naacp  image  award  winner  a  dramatic  expansion  of  a

groundbreaking work of journalism the 1619 project a new origin story offers a profoundly

revealing vision of the american past and present a groundbreaking compendium bracing and

urgent this collection is an extraordinary update to an ongoing project of vital truth telling

esquire now an emmy winning hulu original docuseries finalist for the kirkus prize one of the

best books of the year the washington post npr esquire marie claire electric lit ms magazine

kirkus reviews booklist in late august 1619 a ship arrived in the british colony of virginia

bearing a cargo of twenty to thirty people stolen from africa their arrival led to the barbaric

and unprecedented system of american chattel slavery that would last for the next 250 years

this is sometimes referred to as the country s original sin but it is more than that it is the

source of so much that still defines the united states the new york times magazine s award

winning 1619 project  issue  reframed our  understanding of  american  history  by placing

slavery and its continuing legacy at the center of our national narrative this book substantially

expands on that work weaving together eighteen essays that explore the legacy of slavery in

present day america with thirty six poems and works of fiction that illuminate key moments

of oppression struggle and resistance the essays show how the inheritance of 1619 reaches

into  every  part  of  contemporary  american  society  from politics  music  diet  traffic  and

citizenship to capitalism religion and our democracy itself this book that speaks directly to

our current moment contextualizing the systems of race and caste within which we operate
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today it reveals long glossed over truths around our nation s founding and construction and

the way that the legacy of slavery did not end with emancipation but continues to shape

contemporary american life featuring contributions from leslie alexander michelle alexander

carol anderson joshua bennett reginald dwayne betts jamelle bouie anthea butler matthew

desmond rita dove camille t dungy cornelius eady eve l ewing nikky finney vievee francis yaa

gyasi forrest  hamer terrance hayes kimberly annece henderson jeneen interlandi honorée

fanonne jeffers barry jenkins tyehimba jess martha s jones robert jones jr a van jordan ibram

x kendi eddie kendricks yusef komunyakaa kevin m kruse kiese laymon trymaine lee jasmine

mans terry mcmillan tiya miles wesley morris khalil  gibran muhammad lynn nottage zz

packer gregory pardlo darryl pinckney claudia rankine jason reynolds dorothy roberts sonia

sanchez tim seibles evie shockley clint smith danez smith patricia smith tracy k smith bryan

stevenson nafissa thompson spires natasha trethewey linda villarosa jesmyn ward

democracies are in danger around the world a rising wave of populist leaders threatens to

erode the core structures of democratic self rule in the united states the tenure of donald

trump has seemed decisive turning point for many what kind of president intimidates jurors

calls  the  news  media  the  enemy  of  the  american  people  and  seeks  foreign  assistance

investigating domestic political rivals whatever one thinks of president trump many think the

constitution will safeguard us from lasting damage but is that assumption justified how to

save a constitutional democracy mounts an urgent argument that we can no longer afford to

be complacent  drawing on a  rich  array of  other  countries  experiences  with  democratic

backsliding tom ginsburg and aziz z huq show how constitutional rules can both hinder and

hasten  the  decline  of  democratic  institutions  the  checks  and  balances  of  the  federal

government a robust civil society and media and individual rights such as those enshrined in

the first amendment often fail as bulwarks against democratic decline the sobering reality for
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the united states ginsburg and huq contend is that the constitution s design makes democratic

erosion more not less likely its structural rigidity has had unforeseen consequence leaving the

presidency weakly regulated and empowering the supreme court conjure up doctrines that

ultimately  facilitate  rather  than  inhibit  rights  violations  even  the  bright  spots  in  the

constitution the first amendment for example may have perverse consequences in the hands of

a deft communicator who can degrade the public sphere by wielding hateful language banned

in many other democracies we and the rest of the world can do better the authors conclude by

laying out practical steps for how laws and constitutional design can play a more positive role

in managing the risk of democratic decline

in the fight for equality early feminists often cited the infantilization of women and men of

color as a method used to keep them out of power corinne t field argues that attaining

adulthood and the associated political rights economic opportunities and sexual power that

come with it became a common goal for both white and african american feminists between

the american revolution and the civil war the idea that black men and all women were more

like children than adult white men proved difficult to overcome however and continued to

serve  as  a  foundation  for  racial  and  sexual  inequality  for  generations  in  detailing  the

connections between the struggle for equality and concepts of adulthood field provides an

essential historical context for understanding the dilemmas black and white women still face

in america today from glass ceilings and debates over welfare dependency to a culture

obsessed with youth and beauty drawn from a fascinating past this book tells the history of

how maturity gender and race collided and how those affected came together to fight against

injustice

a longtime educator explores how the study of black history challenges our understanding of
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race nation and the stories we tell about who we are black history is under attack from

powerful forces that seek to excise it from classrooms libraries and the popular imagination

yet its opponents fail to understand a simple truth the best education makes us uncomfortable

it challenges our assumptions helps us see larger forces at work and gives us glimpses of

alternate futures in black history is for everyone brian jones offers a meditation on the power

of black history using his own experiences as a lifelong learner and classroom teacher to

question everything from the radicalism of the american revolution to the meaning of race

and nation with warmth and immersive storytelling jones encourages us to delve deeper into

our collective history explores how curiosity about our world is essential and reminds us that

with stakes so high the effort is worth it

la couverture indique alan nadel s new book reminds us that most of the images on early tv

were decidedly caucasian and directed at predominantly white audiences television did not

invent whiteness for america but it did reinforce it as the norm particularly during the cold

war  years  nadel  now  shows  just  how  instrumental  it  was  in  constructing  a  narrow

conservative and very white vision of america during this era prime time tv was dominated

by adult westerns with heroes like the rebel s johnny yuma reincarnating southern values and

bonanza s cartwright family reinforcing the notion of white patriarchy programs that nadel

shows bristled with cold war messages even as they spoke to the nation s mythology america

had become visually reconfigured as a vast ponderosa crisscrossed by concrete highways

designed to carry suburban white drivers beyond the moral challenge of racism racial poverty

and increasingly vocal civil rights demands

from jim crow to the last best west in 1910 twelve african american families from oklahoma

journeyed north to claim the promise of a better life in the canadian west among them was
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julius caesar lane a former enslaved man whose legacy and that of his family is intertwined

with the history of saskatchewan s first black community the settlement anchored by shiloh

baptist  church  now a  designated  provincial  heritage  property  near  maidstone  became a

symbol of resilience faith and determination in the face of racial barriers in this deeply

personal and meticulously researched account leander k lane descendant of julius caesar lane

traces his ancestors steps through the tumultuous aftermath of slavery in the united states to

canada  documenting  the  challenges  and  successes  they  experienced  in  their  new home

drawing from oral histories historical texts and never before consulted archival documents

lane vividly brings to life the untold story of the shiloh community from their origins in the

american south to their enduring impact in western canada this compelling narrative is both a

heartfelt family memoir and a vital piece of canadian history shedding light on the rich

heritage of black prairie homesteaders and the indomitable spirit of the shiloh people

how state constitutional reform guides and stabilizes american constitutional and political

development  state  constitution  reform guides  and  stabilizes  american  constitutional  and

political development using data sets and historical case studies robinson woodward burns

shows how the federal government has repeatedly deferred to state constitutional reform to

manage or address difficult national constitutional controversies including conflicts over the

regulation of slavery banking and taxation women s suffrage labor and welfare rights voting

and civil rights and gender discrimination

offering a fresh portrait of lincoln that helps make sense of his many contradictions the author

describes a fervent idealist and a crafty politician with a remarkable gift for strategy

commonplace  witnessing  examines  how  citizens  politicians  and  civic  institutions  have

adopted idioms of witnessing in recent decades to serve a variety of social political and moral
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ends  the  book  encourages  us  to  continue  expanding  and  diversifying  our  normative

assumptions about which historical subjects bear witness and how they do so commonplace

witnessing presupposes that witnessing in modern public culture is a broad and inclusive

rhetorical  act  that  many  different  types  of  historical  subjects  now think  and  speak  of

themselves as witnesses and that the rhetoric of witnessing can be mundane formulaic or

popular instead of rare and refined this study builds upon previous literary philosophical

psychoanalytic and theological studies of its subject matter in order to analyze witnessing

instead as a commonplace form of communication and as a prevalent mode of influence

regarding the putative realities and lessons of historical injustice or tragedy it thus weighs

both the uses and disadvantages of witnessing as an ordinary feature of modern public life

the american civil rights movement 1865 1950 is a history of the african american struggle

for freedom and equality from the end of the civil war to the beginning of the civil rights

movement in the 1950s and 1960s it synthesizes the disparate black movements explaining

consistent themes and controversies during those years the main focus is on the black activists

who led the movement and the white people who supported them the principal theme is that

african american agency propelled the progress and that whites often helped even whites who

were not sympathetic to black demands were useful often because it was to their advantage to

act as black allies even white opponents could be coerced into cooperation or at least non

opposition white people of good will with shallow understanding were frustrating but they

were sometimes useful even if they did not work for black rights they did not work against

them and sometimes helped because they had no better options until now the history of the

african american movement from 1865 to 1950 has not been covered as one coherent story

there have been many histories of african americans that have treated the subject in one

chapter or part of a chapter and several excellent books have concentrated on a specific time
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period such as reconstruction or world war ii other books have focused on one aspect of the

time such as lynching or the nature of jim crow this is the first book to synthesize the history

of the movement in a coherent whole

a riveting account of one of the most remarkable episodes in american history in his critically

acclaimed history freedom summer award winning author bruce watson presents powerful

testimony about a crucial episode in the american civil rights movement during the sweltering

summer  of  1964  more  than  seven  hundred  american  college  students  descended  upon

segregated reactionary mississippi to register black voters and educate black children on the

night of their arrival the worst fears of a race torn nation were realized when three young

men disappeared thought to have been murdered by the ku klux klan taking readers into the

heart of these remarkable months freedom summer shines new light on a critical moment of

nascent change in america recreates the texture of that terrible yet rewarding summer with

impressive verisimilitude washington post

collective amnesia american apartheid is a comprehensive study of the treatment african

americans have encountered since their arrival in virginia in 1619 a saga of racism and white

supremacy it is actual history not the popular mythology about the civil war and its aftermath

taught in our schools numerous tables photographs maps and charts make the study easy to

read  the  topic  is  extremely  pertinent  due  to  the  four  hundredth  anniversary  of  african

americans presence in north america in 2019 and encouragement of racism from the white

house chapters cover white supremacy and racism slavery the service of us colored troops in

the civil war devastation of the south evolution of emancipation and reconstruction and the

freedman s bureau other chapters address redemption and the lost cause jim crow blacks

significant military contributions in the two world wars the great migration the civil rights
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movement and the backlash that continues today the book also addresses contemporary issues

including white supremacy confederate statuary and evaluates the status of blacks compared

to other groups in society note is taken of professor james whitman s observation that hitler

admired jim crow and antimiscegenation laws as well as richard rothstein s study of federal

and local housing law documenting whites responsibility for creating inner city ghettos

the united states civil  war ended in 1865 however the post  conflict  period immediately

following known as reconstruction lasted another twelve years this era provides a great case

study to examine the impacts of politics on military stability operations this paper studies the

freedmen s bureau during its existence from 1865 to 1872 envisioned as the lead organization

for integrating former slaves into american society the bureau s efforts in the post civil war

south were undermined by a hostile political situation at the national and state level and a

diminishing lack of popular support throughout the entire nation to embrace radical social

changes the bureau s operational timeframe splits into three distinct periods conflict with

president andrew johnson from 1865 to early 1867 revamped efforts during congressional

reconstruction from early 1867 to the end of 1868 and a reduced operational focus primarily

education from 1869 to 1872 the bureau faced manning challenges and fought racism as it

worked to help former slaves become self sufficient educated and true citizens of the nation

in which they resided unfortunately hostile political conditions meant much of the civil rights

work  accomplished  by  the  bureau  was  subdued  after  its  demise  until  the  civil  rights

movement in the 1960s

steven l dundas tells the epic story of how religion and racial ideology influenced slavery

emancipation reconstruction jim crow and today s struggles for civil rights

race labor and violence in the delta examines the history of labor relations and racial conflict
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in the mississippi valley from the civil war into the late twentieth century this essay collection

grew out of a conference marking the hundredth anniversary of one of the nation s deadliest

labor conflicts the 1919 elaine massacre during which white mobs ruthlessly slaughtered over

two hundred african americans across phillips county arkansas in response to a meeting of

unionized black sharecroppers the essays here demonstrate that the brutality that unfolded in

phillips  county  was  characteristic  of  the  culture  of  race  and  labor  based  violence  that

prevailed in the century after the civil war they detail how delta landowners began seeking

cheap labor as soon as the slave system ended securing a workforce by inflicting racial terror

eroding the reconstruction amendments in the courts and obstructing federal financial relief

efforts the result was a system of peonage that continued to exploit blacks and poor whites

for  their  labor  sometimes  fatally  in  response  laborers  devised  their  own  methods  for

sustaining themselves and their communities forming unions calling strikes relocating and

occasionally operating outside the law by shedding light on the broader context of the elaine

massacre race labor and violence in the delta reveals that the fight against white supremacy in

the  delta  was necessarily  a  fight  for  better  working conditions  fair  labor  practices  and

economic justice

following the civil war large corporations emerged in the united states and became intent on

maximizing their  power and profits  at  all  costs  political  corruption permeated american

society as those corporate entities grew and spread across the country leaving bribery and

exploitation in their wake this alliance between corporate america and the political class came

to a screeching halt during the great railroad strike of 1877 when the u s workers in the

railroad mining canal and manufacturing industries called a general strike against monopoly

capitalism and brought the country to an economic standstill in the st louis commune of 1877

mark kruger tells the riveting story of how workers assumed political control in st louis
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missouri kruger examines the roots of the st louis commune focusing on the 1848 german

revolution the paris commune and the first international not only was 1877 the first instance

of a general strike in u s history it was also the first time workers took control of a major

american city and the first time a city was ruled by a communist party
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