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an expert on north korea sheds new light on the enigmatic tyrant from his goose stepping military parades to his
clownish macho swagger north korea s kim jong il is an odd amalgam of political cartoon and global menace in
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charge of a nuclear arsenal he s threatened to use against the u s and japan the man his motives and the mechanisms
of his absolute control over a country of twenty three million people remains shrouded in mystery in this second
edition of his bestselling kim jong il michael breen a leading expert on north korea dispels common myths and
fallacies about the so called dear leader while turning a spotlight on the man to reveal his true nature and the nature
of his hold over a country ravaged by poverty and famine looks at kim from a broad perspective unlike most other
books that cater exclusively to those interested in policymaking and international relations features new information
about succession plans as well as the latest scoop on the mounting pressure among world leaders to thwart north
korea s nuclear ambitions illustrated with rare photographs of kim and his regime highly accessible and suitable for
anyone interested in learning more about north korea it s government and its leader kim jong il unravels the
mysteries the myths and the fallacies about the man in charge in ways that will entice even the harshest critics

sunday times top 10 bestseller dear leader contains astonishing new insights about north korea which could only be
revealed by someone working high up in the regime it is also the gripping story of how a member of the inner circle of
this enigmatic country became its most courageous outspoken critic jang jin sung held one of the most senior ranks in
north korea s propaganda machine helping tighten the regime s grip over its people among his tasks were developing
the founding myth of north korea posing undercover as a south korean intellectual and writing epic poems in support
of the dictator kim jong il young and ambitious his patriotic work secured him a bizarre audience with kim jong il
himself thus granting him special status as one of the admitted this meant special food provisions a travel pass and
immunity from prosecution and harm he was privy to state secrets including military and diplomatic policies how the
devastating scrutiny was effected and the real position of one of the country s most powerful elusive men im tong ok
because he was praised by the dear leader himself he had every reason to feel satisfied with his lot and safe yet he
could not ignore his conscience or the disparity between his life and that of those he saw starving on the street after
breaking security rules jang jin sung together with a close friend was forced to flee for his life away from lies and
deceit towards truth and freedom
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kim jong il has been the subject of intense interest and fear in recent months he has been demonised as dr evil for his
nuclear programme which puts korea on a collision course with the us for this reason the world has a stake in
understanding this man and his little known country this account aims to tell the compelling story of kim jong il and
the country he leads exploring the pressing question of how he manages to hold onto power in a country that is
ravaged by famine and poverty unravelling the myths mysteries and fallacies that surround this small desperate
country this fascinating story includes rare photos of kim jong il and his brutal regime

an expert on north korea sheds new light on the enigmatic tyrant from his goose stepping military parades to his
clownish macho swagger north korea s kim jong il is an odd amalgam of political cartoon and global menace in
charge of a nuclear arsenal he s threatened to use against the u s and japan the man his motives and the mechanisms
of his absolute control over a country of twenty three million people remains shrouded in mystery in this second
edition of his bestselling kim jong il michael breen a leading expert on north korea dispels common myths and
fallacies about the so called dear leader while turning a spotlight on the man to reveal his true nature and the nature
of his hold over a country ravaged by poverty and famine looks at kim from a broad perspective unlike most other
books that cater exclusively to those interested in policymaking and international relations features new information
about succession plans as well as the latest scoop on the mounting pressure among world leaders to thwart north
korea s nuclear ambitions illustrated with rare photographs of kim and his regime highly accessible and suitable for
anyone interested in learning more about north korea it s government and its leader kim jong il unravels the
mysteries the myths and the fallacies about the man in charge in ways that will entice even the harshest critics

in this rare insider s view into contemporary north korea a high ranking counterintelligence agent describes his life as
a former poet laureate to kim jong il and his breathtaking escape to freedom the general will now enter the room
everyone turns to stone not moving my head i direct my eyes to a point halfway up the archway where kim jong il s
face will soon appear as north korea s state poet laureate jang jin sung led a charmed life with food provisions even as
the country suffered through its great famine a travel pass access to strictly censored information and audiences with
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kim jong il himself his life in pyongyang seemed safe and secure but this privileged existence was about to be
shattered when a strictly forbidden magazine he lent to a friend goes missing jang jin sung must flee for his life never
before has a member of the elite described the inner workings of this totalitarian state and its propaganda machine
an astonishing expose told through the heart stopping story of jang jin sung s escape to south korea dear leader is a
rare and unprecedented insight into the world s most secretive and repressive regime

great leader dear leader is an absorbing expose of north korea under the kim clan great leader kim il sung and his son
dear leader kim jong il it traces the origin of the regime s ideology and investigates its attempts to fill the empty state
coffers through missile technology sales and other unorthodox schemes it examines the regime s relations with south
korea the countrywide famine and the juche ideal the military first policy and the nuclear weapons program bertil
lintner one of the very few western journalists to visit north korea in 2004 aims to demystify rather than demonize the
least known of the axis of evil countries by interviewing koreans from both sides of the divided peninsula as well as
ethnic koreans in japan and leading korea experts outside the country

the 2018 summit meeting between donald trump and kim jong un brought renewed international attention to north
korea and its leading dynasty ruled by three successive generations of the kim family north korea is one of the most
authoritarian states in the world this collection of articles covers the history of their dynasty including kim il sung s
assumption of power in the wake of world war ii the intense cult of personality surrounding him that followed and the
twice over handoff of power from father to son first to kim jong il and later to kim jong un this in depth coverage
presents a tale of human rights abuses famine and nuclearization at the hands of three eccentric unpredictable and
fiercely nationalistic dictators

in this rare insider s view into contemporary north korea a high ranking counterintelligence agent describes his life as
a former poet laureate to kim jong il and his breathtaking escape to freedom the general will now enter the room
everyone turns to stone not moving my head i direct my eyes to a point halfway up the archway where kim jong il s
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face will soon appear as north korea s state poet laureate jang jin sung led a charmed life with food provisions even as
the country suffered through its great famine a travel pass access to strictly censored information and audiences with
kim jong il himself his life in pyongyang seemed safe and secure but this privileged existence was about to be
shattered when a strictly forbidden magazine he lent to a friend goes missing jang jin sung must flee for his life never
before has a member of the elite described the inner workings of this totalitarian state and its propaganda machine
an astonishing expose told through the heart stopping story of jang jin sung s escape to south korea dear leader is a
rare and unprecedented insight into the world s most secretive and repressive regime

from distant stars to a cocoa beach hooters derwin mak s short fiction takes readers through tales of mystery wonder
and horror ethnic traditions meld with fantastic visions in these twelve stories about memory fabric eldritch gods
during the salem witch trials and of course mecha jesus japan s very own android kami

this timely pathbreaking study of north korea s political history and culture sheds invaluable light on the country s
unique leadership continuity and succession leading scholars heonik kwon and byung ho chung begin by tracing kim il
sung s rise to power during the cold war they show how his successor his eldest son kim jong il sponsored the
production of revolutionary art to unleash a public political culture that would consolidate kim s charismatic power
and his own hereditary authority the result was the birth of a powerful modern theater state that sustains north
korean leaders sovereignty now to a third generation in defiance of the instability to which so many revolutionary
states eventually succumb the durability of charismatic politics in north korea defines its exceptional place in modern
history kwon and chung make an innovative contribution to comparative socialism and postsocialism as well as to the
anthropology of the state their pioneering work is essential for all readers interested in understanding north korea s
past and future the destiny of charismatic power in modern politics the role of art in enabling this power

describes kim jong il s rise to power in north korea and how his strict policies have contributed to devastating famine
the slaughter of many north koreans and the isolation of north korea from the world
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there is much intense interest in north korea at present this partly arises from questions about korea s nuclear
capability and intentions and about the extent to which north korea may be viewed as a rogue state or part of the axis
of evil in addition however north korea has recently begun experimenting with reforms along chinese lines the vigour
with which these will be pursued and related questions about the degree of engagement or otherwise with south
korea are also important issues this book provides full details of economic and political developments in north korea
since 1989 when the communist world began to change irrevocably

this unique book now fully updated provides a comprehensive overview of all aspects of life in north korea today
drawing on decades of experience noted experts ralph hassig and kongdan oh explore a world few outsiders can
imagine in vivid detail the authors describe how the secretive and authoritarian government of kim jong un shapes
every aspect of its citizens lives how the command socialist economy has utterly failed and how ordinary individuals
struggle to survive through small scale capitalism weighing the very limited individual rights allowed the authors
illustrate how the political class system and the legal system serve solely as tools of the regime the key to
understanding how the north korean people live the authors argue is to realize that their only allowed role is to
support kim jong un whose grandfather founded the country in the late 1940s still a cypher kim jong un as did his
father before him controls his people by keeping them isolated and banning most foreigners north koreans remain
hungry and oppressed yet the outside world is slowly filtering in and the book concludes by urging the united states
to flood north korea with information so that its people can make decisions based on truth rather than their dictator s
ubiquitous propaganda

the korea institute for national unification has annually published the white paper on human rights in north korea
since 1996 to raise awareness on north korean human rights issues at home and abroad and provide basic materials
by objectively surveying and analyzing the north korean human rights situation the white paper on human rights in
north korea 2019 incorporates information from in depth interviews with 135 north korean defectors who had stayed
in north korea until most recently before entering south korea these interviewees were selected with consideration to
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their demographic and social backgrounds this white paper 2019 looks into human rights situations in the north in the
following parts the reality of civil and political rights the reality of economic social and cultural rights vulnerable
groups and major issues

since the end of world war ii the small country of north korea has occupied a disproportionate amount of the world s
diplomatic and military attention its defiance of the international community has mystified and frustrated generations
of leaders both in asia and throughout the world with its closed borders and xenophobic leadership little is known
about north korea s government or its intentions leaving us to examine the words of the country s leaders and
international statesmen analysts and journalists for a balanced critical assessment of north korea and its relationship
to the world the 20 categories covered here provide an overview of the breadth of issues facing the northeast asian
country for each quote the speaker and his or her title are identified along with the original source of the quotation
and its context indexed by speaker subject and keywords

north korea continues to be a country of great concern internationally where future developments are uncertain
especially as a result of the succession to the leadership of kim jong un following the death of kim jong il it is also a
country which is relatively unknown and relatively little studied this book provides a comprehensive detailed survey of
economic and political developments in the last few years as such it provides many insights into the current trends
which are likely to shape the country s future direction

here is stunning documentation that north korea is not the crazy unpredictable terrorist state of myth but in fact the
terrorist branch of the people s republic of china
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