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until april 14 1865 john wilkes booth was one of the most famous actors of his time and president abraham lincoln had even watched him perform but his most

significant performance at a theater did not take place on the stage that night booth became one of history s most infamous assassins when he assassinated president

lincoln at ford s theatre in washington d c after the shooting during which it is believed he broke his leg booth fled south on horseback with authorities hot on his tail 12

days later while he was at a farm in rural northern virginia booth was tracked down and shot by boston corbett a union soldier who acted against orders eight others

were tried for their alleged involvement in the plot and convicted and four were hanged shortly thereafter as a result of some of the nation s most famous trials in 1880

garfield ran as a republican for president and one of his supporters was a man named charles guiteau who wrote and circulated a speech called garfield vs hancock

that aimed to rally support for the republican candidate though few knew it guiteau s family had already deemed him insane and attempted to keep him committed in an

asylum only to have him manage an escape from confinement despite lobbying around republican headquarters in new york city and even approaching cabinet

members no post was forthcoming for the troubled man eventually in may 1881 secretary of state james blaine told him to never show up again enraged by the

perceived slight guiteau bought a revolver and plotted to kill the president he got his chance on july 2 1881 at a railroad station shooting garfield in the back twice and

bragging to the authorities i am a stalwart of the stalwarts arthur is president now president james garfield had been assassinated just 20 years earlier but mckinley

didn t worry about presidential security or his own safety and that was the case in buffalo mckinley s insistence on greeting the public and shaking hands allowed

czolgosz to walk up to him on september 6 1901 at a public reception in the temple of music on the expo grounds and shoot him point blank with one bullet grazing the

president and another lodging in his abdomen in the aftermath of the shooting as czolgosz was beaten and seized by the crowd he uttered i done my duty for his part

mckinley said he didn t know poor fellow what he was doing he couldn t have known despite being president mckinley s medical services were shoddy and given the

still primitive medical standards of the early 20th century gunshots to the abdomen often brought death one of the best known aspects of the assassination is that

thomas edison s x ray machine was on hand and may have been used to try to locate the bullet that doctors couldn t find but for reasons that remain unknown the x

ray machine was not used in many ways john fitzgerald kennedy and his young family were the perfect embodiment of the 60s the decade began with a sense of
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idealism personified by the attractive kennedy his beautiful and fashionable wife jackie and his young children months into his presidency kennedy exhorted the

country to reach for the stars calling upon the nation to send a man to the moon and back by the end of the decade in 1961 kennedy made it seem like anything was

possible and americans were eager to believe him the kennedy years were fondly and famously labeled camelot by jackie herself suggesting an almost mythical quality

about the young president and his family as it turned out the 60s closely reflected the glossy idealistic portrayal of john f kennedy as well as the uglier truths the

country would achieve kennedy s goal of a manned moon mission and the landmark civil rights act of 1964 finally guaranteed minorities their civil rights and restored

equality ensuring that the country would live out the true meaning of its creed

ben yehuda presents an in depth inquiry into the nature and patterns of political assassinations and executions by jews in palestine and israel extensive empirical

evidence is used to analyze the social construction of violent and aggressive human behavior using a sociology of deviance perspective political assassinations and

executions are placed within their particular cultural matrix to describe how this specific form of killing has been conceptualized as part of an alternative system of

justice the taking of a human life is generally regarded as the ultimate evil given this fact it is important to examine and understand how it is explained justified and

cloaked in a vocabulary of motives such acts are in the author s words socially constructed and interpreted dependent on the observer s location in a specific

symbolic moral universe moreover such acts political assassination specifically are manifestations of struggles that represent attempts to legitimate these world views

rhetorical devices that serve to define boundary markers between such universes moral crusades that attempt to validate one view vis a vis another this general

approach to political assassinations is original its application to assassinations by israelis is original the fact that the book is empirical marks it off from many

speculations on the subject a number of the author s findings make a distinct contribution

assassination of prominent people occurred in all countries at all times over the history of mankind they are not random events in the sense that there is always a

motive behind them in our analysis we shall more or less adhere to the following criteria i the victim must be a public personage ii the assassination must be

premeditated iii it must be done by stealth iv there must be a motive and v the assassin aims only at the death of the person selected in part i we give a chronology of

all major assassinations from biblical times onward the number of assassinations in any particular year may often be seen to bear some strong correlation with the
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historical events unfolding there is actually a year 1934 that presages most major conflicts in europe part ii contains brief biographies of both victims and perpetrators it

is not unusual that he who arranges an assassination will be assassinated in his turn as stated in matthew s gospel they that take the sword shall perish with the

sword the various categories of assassinations are discussed in part iii  together with definitions and classifications and with descriptions of historical periods

dominated by assassinations as for example the french wars of religion

warren commission hearings

liuse white examines the controversial assassination of herbert chitepo in 1975 from the perspective of the several confessions many accusations of responsibility that

have been made she assesses why this murder continues to incite conflict in zimbabwean politics
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