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Rollins Genevieve Fabre James Elkins David Lusted

from homer to hollywood the western storytelling tradition has canonised a distinctive

set of narrative values characterised by tight economy and closure this book traces the

formation of that classical paradigm in the development of ancient storytelling from homer

to heliodorus to tell this story the book sets out to rehabilitate the idea of plot

notoriously disconnected from any recognised system of terminology in literary theory the

first part of the book draws on developments in narratology and cognitive science to

propose a way of formally describing the way stories are structured and understood this

model is then used to write a history of the emergence of the classical plot type in the

four ancient genres that shaped it homeric epic fifth century tragedy new comedy and the

greek novel with insights into the fundamental narrative poetics of each

this book provides a more rational and systematic explanation for the origin and

evolution of the chinese narrative tradition based on studies of chinese literary classics

local culture and items such as bronze wares and porcelain vessels with portrayed

stories by doing so it uncovers forgotten interconnections and reestablishes obscured or

unacknowledged lines of descent furthermore it makes an initial study of acoustic

narrative going beyond the field of literature it employs tools and materials from diverse

fields such as anthropology religious studies mythology linguistics semiotics folklore and

local culture the book also offers an archeological inquiry into the knowledge found in

various narrative texts objects with portrayed stories and perceptions with relevant

plots providing a wealth of insights inspiring investigative methods and practical tools

that can be applied in narrative studies the book is an essential resource for researchers

and students in the fields of comparative literature narratology and ancient chinese

literature

for all of the recent debates over the methods and theoretical underpinnings of the

historical profession scholars and laypeople alike still frequently think of history in
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terms of storytelling accordingly historians and theorists have devoted much attention to

how historical narratives work illuminating the ways they can bind together events shape

an argument and lend support to ideology from ancient greece to modern day bestsellers

the studies gathered here offer a wide ranging analysis of the textual strategies used by

historians they show how in spite of the pursuit of truth and objectivity the ways in

which historians tell their stories are inevitably conditioned by their discursive contexts

this volume offers a new perspective on the zagros region literary tradition gurani

literature boasts a collection of the region s oldest oral and written literary traditions

despite its significance the repertoire and its essential function in the preservation and

transmission of historical cultural and literal data of the guran region s population has

mostly remained unexplored this volume represents various guran regions on the

southeastern and southern fringes of kurdish territory and touches upon broad themes of

oral and written texts including epics folktales religious texts poetry and romances these

detailed and ground breaking contributions will be an invaluable source for facilitating

further research on the gurani literary tradition as well as being a significant guide to

studying its impact on persian and zagros region literary history furthermore this work

will provide the reader with a new perspective and insight into the complexity and variety

of literature in the persianate world moving toward a more inclusive view of literature

a companion toworld history this new volume offers insightful reflections by both leading

and emerging world historians on approaches methodologies arguments and pedagogies of a

sub discipline that has continued to be in flux as well as in need of defining itself as a

relevant alternative to the traditional national regional or chronological fields of

inquiry choice the focus on the practicalities of how to do world history probably gives

it its edge its thirty three chapters are grouped into sections that address how to set

up research projects in world history how to teach it how to get jobs in it how to

frame it and how it is done in various parts of the globe it is an actual handbook in

other words as opposed to a sample of exemplary work english historical review a
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companion to world history offers a comprehensive overview of the variety of approaches

and practices utilized in the field of world and global history this state of the art

collection of more than 30 insightful essays including contributions from an international

cast of leading world historians and emerging scholars in the field identifies continuing

areas of contention disagreement and divergence while pointing out fruitful directions for

further discussion and research themes and topics explored include the lineages and

trajectories of world history key ideas and methods employed by world historians the

teaching of world history and how it draws upon and challenges traditional approaches

and global approaches to writing world history by considering these interwoven issues of

scholarship and pedagogy from a transnational interregional and world global scale fresh

insights are gained and new challenges posed with its rich compendium of diverse viewpoints

a companion to world history is an essential resource for the study of the world s past

in this handbook historians and scholars of international relations examine the past and

present of the intersection between history and ir as well as looking to the future by

laying out new questions and directions for research the volume s four parts present a

diverse array of methodological philosophical and historical insights

social commentator and preeminent western historian bernard devoto vigorously defended

public lands in the west against commercial interests by the time of his death in 1955

devoto had published criticism history and fiction he had won both the pulitzer and

bancroft prizes but his most passionate writing at once incisive and eloquent advocated

conservation of america s prairies rangeland forests mountains canyons and deserts devoto

s west history conservation and the public good showcases the complexity depth and

breadth of devoto s thinking edward k muller introduces these essays many of which

originally appeared in the renowned harper s column the easy chair that persuasively

advocate stewardship of public land devoto addressed the plundering of resources by

absentee eastern corporations westerners conflicted relationship with the forces of

exploitation and the degradation of the national parks devoto s west collects for the
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first time the best of devoto s conservation pieces it will introduce to a new generation

prose that has retained its relevance and remains a remarkably current and timely argument

for protecting public lands

lion city narratives singapore through western eyes fulfils four aims first it is a study

of subjective western impressions of singapore s 145 years 1819 1963 of colonial

history the study is not meant to be an in depth historical analysis of singapore but

rather to give the reader an impressionistic account of how western residents viewed

singapore over the decades second this study could be seen as a short biography of

singapore s evolution as a city the chapters on the imageability of singapore and its

urban morphology provide a holistic perspective of singapore s urban dynamics third this

book provides a cultural insight into singapore s population both white residents and

transient visitors as well as the locals or asians fourth it opens a window into

singapore s development at a time when the west was at its cultural zenith and when

great britain was the principal superpower of the 19th century hence singapore carried

twin colonial legacies it was the archetype trading emporium between east and west and it

became for the british the major point d appui for defence finally the singapore colonial

narrative is set in a broader academic discourse that allows the reader to see a wider

picture of singapore s colonial development the book does not attempt to make a definitive

statement about the western involvement in singapore it deals more with an association of

many subjective western perspectives that add colour to the liveability of the tropics

perceptions of the exotic orient and the myriad views of ethnic groups without the

western writings paintings and maps academia would have minimal records of singapore s

development as a new colony in the early 19th century however singapore s growth has

been extremely well documented this book will appeal to singaporeans interested in

understanding singapore s colonial past westerners interested in the western cultural

persona in the development of singapore researchers dealing with the urban development of

less developed countries and colonial development in the tropical world and lastly
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academics who are interested in singapore and the region s political and economic

development as a case study

a new study of those excluded from the national narrative of the west dan moos

challenges both traditional and revisionist perspectives in his exploration of the role of

the mythology of the american west in the creation of a national identity while moos

concurs with contemporary scholars who note that the myths of the american west

depended in part upon the exclusion of certain groups african americans native americans

and mormons he notes that many scholars in their eagerness to identify and validate such

excluded positions have given short shrift to the cultural power of the myths they seek

to debunk that cultural power was such moos notes that these disenfranchised groups

themselves sought to harness it to their own ends through the active appropriation of

the terms of those myths in advocating for their own inclusion in the national narrative

that because the construction of american culture was never designed to accommodate

these outsiders their writings display a division between their imagined place in the

narrative of the nation and their effacement within the real west marked by intolerance

and inequality

drawing from the fields of rhetoric cultural studies literature and folkloristics kathleen

glenister roberts argues that identity and the history of alterity in the west can be

understood more clearly through narrative motifs she provides analyses of these motifs

including infanticide universalism the tower of babel the warrior other the noble savage

entropology and the trickster with current intellectual conflict as its subtext this book

posits that identity is always negotiated toward otherness roberts interrogates narrative

constructions of western biases toward non western others with each chapter addressing

a western historical moment through an exemplary narrative this process shows that by

imagining and objectifying others western cultures were creating their own selves in

confronting the ethnocentrism of past historical moments roberts invites us to recognize it

in the present in a new way alterity and narrative asks that we afford others the ability
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to transcend their own ethnocentrism and therefore avoid well meaning but naïve calls

for cultural sensitivity

this volume provides a unique and critical perspective on how chinese japanese and korean

scholars engage and critique the west in their historical thinking it showcases the

dialogue between asian experts and their euro american counterparts and offers valuable

insights on how to challenge and overcome eurocentrism in historical writing

a new survey of twentieth century u s poetry that places a special emphasis on poets

who have put lyric poetry in dialogue with other forms of creative expression including

modern art the novel jazz memoir and letters contesting readings of twentieth century

american poetry as hermetic and narcissistic morris interprets the lyric as a scene of

instruction and thus as a public oriented genre american poets from robert frost to

sherman alexie bring aesthetics to bear on an exchange that asks readers to think

carefully about the ethical demands of reading texts as a reflection of how we

metaphorically read the world around us and the persons places and things in it his

survey focuses on poems that foreground scenes of conversation teaching and debate

involving a strong willed lyric speaker and another self bent on resisting how the speaker

imagines the world

disability history exists outside of the institutions healers and treatments it often brings

to mind it is a history where disabled people live not just as patients or cure seekers but

rather as people living differently in the world and it is also a history that helps define

the fundamental concepts of identity community citizenship and normality the oxford

handbook of disability history is the first volume of its kind to represent this history and

its global scale from ancient greece to british west africa the twenty seven articles

written by thirty experts from across the field capture the diversity and liveliness of this

emerging scholarship whether discussing disability in modern chinese cinema or on the american

antebellum stage this collection provides new and valuable insights into the rich and
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varied lives of disabled people across time and place

an excellent study that should interest film buffs academics and non academics alike

journal of the west hollywood s west examines popular perceptions of the frontier as a

defining feature of american identity and history seventeen essays by prominent film scholars

illuminate the allure of life on the edge of civilization and analyze how this region has

been represented on big and small screens differing characterizations of the frontier in

modern popular culture reveal numerous truths about american consciousness and provide

insights into many classic western films and television programs from rko s 1931 classic

cimarron to turner network television s recent made for tv movies covering topics such as

the portrayal of race women myth and nostalgia hollywood s west makes a significant

contribution to the understanding of how westerns have shaped our nation s opinions and

beliefs often using the frontier as metaphor for contemporary issues

as nathan huggins once stated altering american history to account fully for the nation

s black voices would change the tone and meaning the frame and the substance of the

entire story rather than a sort of pilgrim s progress tale of bold ascent and triumph

american history with the black parts told in full would be transmuted into an

existential tragedy closer huggins said to sartre s no exit than to the vision of life in

bunyan the relation between memory and history has received increasing attention both from

historians and from literary critics in this volume a group of leading scholars has come

together to examine the role of historical consciousness and imagination in african american

culture the result is a complex picture of the dynamic ways in which african american

historical identity constantly invents and transmits itself in literature art oral

documents and performances each of the scholars represented has chosen a different site of

memory from a variety of historical and geographical points and from different ideological

theoretical and artistic perspectives yet the book is unified by a common concern with the

construction of an emerging african american cultural memory the renowned group of

contributors including hazel carby werner sollors vèvè clark catherine clinton and nellie
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mckay among others consists of participants of the five year series of conferences at the

dubois institute at harvard university from which this collection originated conducted

under the leadership of geneviève fabre melvin dixon and the late nathan huggins the

conferences and as a result this book represent something of a cultural moment themselves

and scholars and students of american and african american literature and history will be

richer as a result

the end of diversity in art historical writing is the most globally informed book on world

art history drawing on research in 76 countries in addition some chapters have been crowd

sourced posted on the internet for comments which have been incorporated into the text it

covers the principal accounts of eurocentrism center and margins circulations and atlases

of art decolonial theory incommensurate cultures the origins and dissemination of the

october model problems of access to resources models of multiple modernisms and the

emergence of english as the de facto lingua franca of art writing

the western introduces the novice to the pleasures and the meanings of the western film

shares the excitement of the genre with the fan addresses the suspicions of the cynic and

develops the knowledge of the student the western is about the changing times of the

western and about how it has been understood in film criticism until the 1980s more

westerns were made than any other type of film for fifty of those years the genre was

central to hollywood s popularity and profitability the western explores the reasons for

its success and its latter day decline among film makers and audiences alike part i charts

the history of the western film and its role in film studies part ii traces the origins of

the western in nineteenth century america and in its literary theatrical and visual imagining

this sets the scene to explore the many evolving forms in successive chapters on early

silent westerns the series western the epic the romance the dystopian the elegiac and

finally the revisionist western the western concludes with an extensive bibliography

filmography and select further reading over 200 westerns are discussed among them close

accounts of classics such as duel in the sun the wild bunch and unforgiven formative
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titles like john ford s epic the iron horse and early cowboy star william s hart s the

silent one together with less familiar titles that deserve wider recognition including

comanche station pursued and ulzana s raid
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