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intergenerational context conclusion

the appeal to our obligations to future generations is one of the most forceful emotional and

effective arguments available to politicians and citizens and is the cornerstone of all modern

policies aimed at sustainable development yet the exact nature and extent of these obligations

are unclear who owes what to whom exactly and why this highly accessible book provides an

extensive and comprehensive overview of current research and theory about why and how we

should protect future generations it exposes how and why the interests of people today and

those of future generations are often in conflict  and what can be done it  rebuts critical

concepts such as parfits non identity paradox and beckerman s denial of any possibility of

intergenerational justice the core of the book is the lucid application of a veil of ignorance to

derive principles of  intergenerational  justice which show that  our  duties  to  posterity  are

stronger than is often supposed tremmel s approach demands that each generation both
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consider and improve the well being of future generations to measure the well being of future

generations  tremmel  employs  the  human development  index  rather  than  the  metrics  of

utilitarian subjective happiness the book thus answers in detailed concrete terms the two most

important questions of every theory of intergenerational justice what to sustain and how much

to sustain ultimately this book provides a theory of  intergenerational  justice that  is both

intellectually  robust  and practical  with  wide applicability  to  law policy  economics climate

change and all other contexts that affect future generations

the contributors to this  volume undertake to establish the foundations and definitions of

intergenerational justice and to explore its capacity to guide us in policy and public opinion

judgments we must make to face unprecedented issues we are changing the biosphere and

using resources to an extent never contemplated in the history of ethics deterioration of our

oceans loss of topsoil insecurity about potable water supplies the ozone hole global warming

and the question about how to handle high level nuclear waste which remains lethal perhaps

400 000 years from now are some examples whose consequences reach far beyond inherited

principles and policies of responsibility to others this handbook works to open a path for

debate extension of our tradition and invention of new thinking on these issues craig walton

university of nevada las vegas us more than a handbook this collection is a landmark work

showing the way to a new ethics of intergenerational responsibility it  raises in the most

comprehensive way the overarching ethical questions of our time what are the rights of future

generations and how might present generations establish a philosophical foundation for its

responsibilities to generations to come peter blaze corcoran center for environmental and

sustainability education florida gulf coast university us this important book provides a rich

menu of history current theory and future directions in constitutional law philosophy of rights

and justice and the relations of economics and politics to time institutions and the common

good it  is  enlivened by  back  and forth  discussions  among the  authors  including  some
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disagreements as well as by applications to important contemporary issues such as climate

change nuclear  waste and public  debt  theoretic  considerations are nicely  balanced with

examples of the means adopted in a number of countries to establish a legal foundation for

protection of the quality of life for future generations neva goodwin tufts university us do we

owe the  future  anything  if  so  what  and why our  capacity  to  affect  the  lives  of  future

generations is greater than ever before but what principles should regulate our relationship

with people who don t yet exist this handbook offers a comprehensive survey of the key

debates and pathbreaking accounts of potential ways forward both ethical and institutional

andrew dobson the open university uk this handbook provides a detailed overview of various

issues related to intergenerational justice comprising articles written by a distinguished group

of scholars from the international scientific community the handbook is divided into two main

thematic sections foundations and definitions of intergenerational justice and institutionalization

of intergenerational justice the first part clarifies basic terms and traces back the origins of the

idea of intergenerational justice it  also focuses on the problem of intergenerational buck

passing in the ecological context for example in relation to nuclear waste and the greenhouse

effect at the same time it also sheds light on the relationship between intergenerational justice

and  economics  addressing  issues  such  as  public  debt  and  financial  sustainability  the

innovative second part of the volume highlights how posterity can be institutionally protected

such as by inserting relevant clauses into national constitutions reading this volume is the best

way to gain an overall knowledge of intergenerational justice an extremely salient and topical

issue of our time the handbook is an important contribution to the literature and will be of

great interest to academics and graduate students as well as readers interested in wider

human rights issues

is it fair to leave the next generation a public debt is it defensible to impose legal rules on

them through constitutional constraints from combating climate change to ensuring proper
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funding for future pensions concerns about ethics between generations are everywhere in this

volume sixteen philosophers explore intergenerational justice part one examines the ways in

which  various  theories  of  justice  look  at  the  matter  these  include  libertarian  rawlsian

sufficientarian contractarian communitarian marxian and reciprocity based approaches in part

two the authors look more specifically at issues relevant to each of these theories such as

motivation to act fairly towards future generations the population dimension the formation of

preferences through education and how they impact on our intergenerational obligations and

whether it is fair to rely on constitutional devices

focusing  on  contemporary  social  issues  the  environmental  crisis  population  growth  and

demographic change and the question of whether reparations are owed to indigenous peoples

this study presents a theory of intergenerational justice that gives citizens duties to past and

future generations and explains what relationships between contemporary generations count

as fair

this volume analyses key theoretical institutional and legal aspects of intergenerational equity

and justice in multi level sustainable development treaty implementation

can people alive now have duties to future generations the unborn millions if so what do we

owe them what does justice mean in an intergenerational context both between people who

will coexist at some point and between generations that will never overlap in this book axel

gosseries provides a forensic examination of these issues comparing and analyzing various

views  about  what  we  owe  our  successors  he  discusses  links  between  justice  and

sustainability and looks at the implications of the fact that our successors preferences are

heavily influenced by what we will actually leave them and by the education they receive he

also points to how these theoretical considerations apply to real life issues ranging from

pension reform and brexit to biodiversity and the climate crisis he ends by outlining how
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intergenerational considerations may translate into institutional design anyone grappling with

the dilemmas of our obligations to the future from students and scholars to policy makers and

active citizens will find this an invaluable theoretical and practical guide to this moral and

political minefield

the united nations 2030 agenda for sustainable development makes climate change and

responsible consumption key priorities for both industrialized and emerging economies moving

beyond the global north this book uses innovative cross national and cross generational

research with urban residents in china and uganda as well as the uk to illuminate international

debates about building sustainable societies and to examine how different cultures think about

past present and future responsibility for climate change the authors explore to what extent

different nations see climate change as a domestic issue whilst looking at local explanatory

and blame narratives to consider profound questions of justice between those nations that are

more and less responsible for and vulnerable to climate change

intergenerational justice has been achieved if the opportunities of the members of the next

generation to fulfill  their  needs are better  than those of  the members of  the preceding

generation for this each generation ought to leave for the next generation an amount of

resources is at least equal to its own amount the book deals with the complex relationship

between  intergenerational  justice  and  demographic  change  and  is  characterized  by  its

interdisciplinary approach the authors come from a multitude of professional backgrounds and

from several countries this illustrates the implications of the demographic shift from many

different perspectives the book deals not only with the aspects of economic policy but also

with environmental societal and philosophical issues the comprehensive volume is composed

of five sections that pinpoint demographic trends examine the impact of demographic changes

on key indicators investigate the relationship between key indicators and intergenerational
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justice scrutinize population policies and finally propose ways to implement long term thinking

on these issues

synonymous  with  catastrophe  and  destructive  tendencies  the  anthropocene  provokes

reflection on the limits of existing applications of ideas of responsibility ecological agency and

democratic  justice  youth  campaigners  in  particular  make  emerging  insights  on  the

anthropocene of central importance to an intersubjectively generated redefinition of the just

society of the future given their span of affectedness escalating rates of greenhouse gas

emissions shape the ecological circumstances of generations to come and implicate them in

harm relations they had no hand in creating the realization is that human inspired climate

destructive practices reverberate across plural time frames thereby raising serious questions

about the value of conventional interpretations of the copresence of sources of climate harm

and their effects on the health and environmental living standards of all peoples if injuries

provoked  by  environmental  degradation  emerge  across  multiple  time  frames  and  affect

generations differentially where do we draw the boundaries of the just society and how do we

identify its most relevant subjects this book explores how such questions have ignited one of

the most important debates on democratic justice in recent years that between generations for

mobilized youth and future justice coalitions campaigning internationally expanding resource

inequalities regionally and intergenerationally are fundamentally issues of unfair exclusions

and asymmetries in relations of power between generations the book offers a comprehensive

overview  of  new  insights  being  generated  through  such  debate  on  the  limitations  of

democratic presentism as well as current institutional applications of civil and human rights

norms it assesses overall how the metapolitical relevance of modernity s democratic project is

being creatively redefined in terms more relevant to anthropocene futures

global transformations from population ageing to digitalisation rising inequalities and climate
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change have created profound uncertainties for young people and future generations despite

unprecedented  access  to  information  education  and  technology  moreover  the  covid  19

pandemic has worsened pre existing challenges in youth s mental health and employment

while raising concerns about the sustainability of public finances

in intergenerational equity environmental and cultural concerns the editors have produced an

important broad based volume on intergenerational equity the authors explore the principle of

intergenerational equity in many dimensions from the theoretical to the practical while the

primary focus is on intergenerational equity in the context of environmental resources and

cultural heritage the principle is also addressed in a broad array of other contexts the final

section of the volume considers intergenerational justice as it applies to indigenous peoples

genocide migration sovereign wealth funds and foreign investment the chapters also provide a

critical  analysis  of  the  issues  and  a  consideration  of  the  difficulties  in  implementing

intergenerational equity

highly  recommended  as  a  key  contribution  to  the  literature  it  fulfils  its  title  in  being

contemporaneous  but  more  than  that  it  also  provides  a  subtle  critique  of  how  many

international  environmental  lawyers  have  approached  their  subject  this  book  will  be  an

essential read for anyone interested in the subject british yearbook of international law this

book presents an interesting scholarly read an invaluable reference asset to law students

researchers policy makers and non state actors with interest in environmental regulation and

governance priscilla  schwartz  journal  of  environmental  law this  is  a  thoughtful  and well

researched study of current issues in international environmental law malgosia fitzmaurice s

collection of essays is a welcome addition to the literature in this rapidly developing area of

the law it provides perspective on the environmental law issues discussed but always against

the background of the broader concepts and principles of general international law james
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crawford university of cambridge uk the central aim of this insightful book is to illuminate how

many concepts in international environmental law such as the precautionary principle and

sustainable development are taken for granted these problematic issues are very much still

evolving and subject to heated debate between scholars as well as between states the author

explores these controversies viewing them as a positive development within a field that is in a

constant  state  of  flux  areas  discussed  include  the  convergence  of  human  rights  with

environmental issues and the quest for the human right to a clean environment the book also

clearly demonstrates that international environmental law cannot be analysed in isolation since

it greatly influences the development of general international law taking full account of the

most recent decisions of international courts and tribunals as well as the most up to date

scholarly analysis contemporary issues in international environmental law is a timely and

important resource for legal scholars under and post graduates and practitioners alike

p p1 margin 0 0px 0 0px 0 0px 0 0px font 10 0px arial exploring a topic of growing importance

that  has  scant  coverage  intergenerational  equity  brings  to  the  fore  a  comprehensive

discussion of intergenerational predicaments the book explores how corporate and financial

social  responsibility  can  leverage  intergenerational  harmony  through  corporate  social

responsibility  csr  and  socially  responsible  investment  sri

this book presents a comprehensive analysis of causation in climate change litigation across a

range of regional national and international legal jurisdictions by doing so it offers clarity and

potential solutions for legal professionals scholars and courts navigating the complex legal

terrain  of  climate  change litigation  constructing  causal  chains  in  climate  litigation  poses

significant  difficulties  for  the  judicial  system  factual  challenges  range  from  causal

overdetermination to the vast spatial and temporal scale of climate related cause and effect

relationships normative obstacles are posed inter alia by the multitude of greenhouse gas
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emitters  and  the  wide  range  of  climate  influencing  practices  drawing  on  diverse

understandings of causation from various legal perspectives as well as from other disciplines

such as computer science metaphysics and philosophy this book provides a fundamental

understanding of climatic causation in law further it lays the groundwork and clarifies the

requirements for the use and development of continuous causal chains in climate change

litigation

first published in 2000 routledge is an imprint of taylor francis an informa company

the  encyclopedia  of  diversity  and social  justice  contains  over  300 entries  alphabetically

arranged for straightforward and convenient use by scholars and general readers alike this

reference is a comprehensive and systematic collection of designated entries that describe in

detail  important  diversity  and social  justice  themes thompson assisted  by  a  network  of

contributors and consultants provides a centralized source and convenient way to discover the

modern meaning richness and significance of diversity and social  justice language while

offering a balanced viewpoint this book reveals the unique nature of the language of diversity

and social justice and makes the connection between how this language influences negatively

and positively institutions and society the terms have been carefully  chosen in order to

present the common usage of words and themes that dominate our daily conversations about

these topics entries range from original research to synopses of existing scholarship these

discussions provide alternative views to popular doctrines and philosophical truths and include

many of the most popular terms used in current conversations on the topic from ageism to

xenophobia this reference covers cultural social and political vernacular to offer an historical

perspective as well with contributions from experts in various fields the entries consist of

topics that represent a wider context among a diverse community of people from every walk

of life
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annotation  this  title  can  be  previewed  in  google  books  books  google  com  books  vid

isbn9789056295530

this volume of new essays focuses on the increasing relevance of intergenerational ethics to

key challenges of the 21st century such as climate change rapid technological change the

expanding human population and threats of extinction it features philosophers and political

theorists of international standing providing a cutting edge perspective on these issues
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