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elvis presley and richard nixon are two of the most important and controversial figures of the
twentieth century although fame came to them in very different ways they rose from very similar
backgrounds of poverty to seek the american dream these two remarkable men both had to
face falls from grace but while nixon rebounded from watergate to regain a reputation as a
distinguished elder statesman elvis was destroyed by the pressures of fame only to have his
image restored after his death here for the first time the remarkable parallels in their lives are
examined balanced on the point of their historic december 21 1970 meeting their similarities
and differences as american icons are analyzed and numerous photographs including all those
taken during their meeting are included together the stories of these two men form part of the
essence of american culture

a woman in the audience once handed elvis a crown saying you re the king no honey elvis
replied there is only one king jesus christ i m just a singer gary tillery presents a coherent view
of elvis s thoughts through such anecdotes and other recorded facts we learn for instance that
elvis read thousands of books on religion that his crisis over making bimbo movies like girl
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happy led him to writers such as gurdjieff krishnamurti and helena blavatsky and that while
driving in arizona an epiphany he had inspired him to learn hindu practice elvis came to believe
that the christ shines in everyone and that god wanted him to use his light to uplift people and
so he did elvis s excesses were as legendary as his generosity yet despite his lethal reliance on
drugs he remained ever spiritually curious when he died he was reading a scientific search for
the face of jesus this intimate objective portrait inspires new admiration for the flawed but
exceptional man who said all i want is to know and experience god i m a searcher that s what i
m all about

the story of american popular music is steeped in social history race gender and class its
evolution driven by ephemeral connection to young audiences from benny goodman to sinatra
to elvis presley to the beatles pop icons age out of the art form while new musical styles pass
from relevance to nostalgia within a few years at the same time perennial forms like blues jazz
and folk are continually rediscovered by new audiences this book traces the development of
american music from its african roots to the juke joint club and concert hall revealing a culture
perpetually reinventing itself to suit the next generation

how lincoln learned to read tells the american story from a fresh and unique perspective how do
we learn what we need to know beginning with benjamin franklin and ending with elvis presley
author daniel wolff creates a series of intimate interlocking profiles of notable americans that
track the nation s developing notion of what it means to get a good education from the stubborn
early feminism of abigail adams to the miracle of helen keller from the savage childhood of
andrew jackson to the academic ambitions of w e b du bois a single fascinating narrative
emerges it connects the illiterate sojourner truth to the privileged jack kennedy takes us from
paiute indians scavenging on western deserts to the birth of henry ford s assembly line and as
the book traces the education we value both in and outside the classroom it becomes a history
of key american ideas in the end how lincoln learned to read delivers us to today s headlines
standardized testing achievement gaps the very purpose of public education all have their roots
in this narrative whether you re a parent trying to make sure your child is prepared a teacher
trying to do the best possible job or a student navigating the educational system how lincoln
learned to read offers a challenge to consider what we need to know and how we learn it wide
ranging and meticulously researched built mostly on primary sources this is an american story
that begins and ends with hope

many listeners first heard hound dog when elvis presley s single topped the pop country and r b
charts in 1956 but some fans already knew the song from big mama thornton s earlier
recording a giant but exclusively r b hit in hound dog eric weisbard examines the racial
commercial and cultural ramifications of elvis s appropriation of a black woman s anthem he
rethinks the history and influences of rock music in light of rolling stone s replacement of
presley s hound dog with thornton s version in its 2021 500 greatest songs of all time list taking
readers from presley and thornton to patti page s doggie in the window the stooges i wanna be
your dog and other dog ditties weisbard uses hound dog to reflect on one of rock s fundamental
dilemmas the whiteness of the wail

an essential work for rock fans and scholars before elvis the prehistory of rock n roll surveys the
origins of rock n roll from the minstrel era to the emergence of bill haley and elvis presley unlike
other histories of rock before elvis offers a far broader and deeper analysis of the influences on
rock music dispelling common misconceptions it examines rock s origins in hokum songs and
big band boogies as well as delta blues detailing the embrace by white artists of african
american styles long before rock n roll appeared this unique study ranges far and wide
highlighting not only the contributions of obscure but key precursors like hardrock gunter and
sam theard but also the influence of celebrity performers like gene autry and ella fitzgerald too
often rock historians treat the genesis of rock n roll as a bolt from the blue an overnight
revolution provoked by the bland pop music that immediately preceded it and created through
the white appropriation of music till then played only by and for black audiences in before elvis
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birnbaum daringly argues a more complicated history of rock s evolution from a heady mix of
ragtime boogie woogie swing country music mainstream pop and rhythm and blues a melange
that influenced one another along the way from the absorption of blues and boogies into jazz
and pop to the integration of country and caribbean music into rhythm and blues written in an
easy style before elvis presents a bold argument about rock s origins and required reading for
fans and scholars of rock n roll history

a collection of essays written in celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the grand ole opry that
provides portraits of the personal lives and careers of nineteen country music stars with a
chapter devoted to early pioneers such as fiddlin john carson and carl t sprague

also time tables of railroads in central america air line schedules

a handsome and critical addition to the library of every historian genealogist and civil war buff
this rare two volume set is the official record of minnesota s participation in the civil and dakota
wars published in two parts in the 1890s and written by the men who fought in battle minnesota
in the civil and indian wars contains regimental rosters names lists with ages muster dates
transfers and remarks as well as detailed narratives describing the wartime service of each
regiment battery battalion and brigade their marches campaigns battles surrenders wounded
lists furloughs reenlistments and return to minnesota letters telegrams and descriptions related
to the development of the dakota war including dispatches written from the field offer a personal
face to this wartime history included for the first time is a 144 page index to all the regimental
rosters making this an invaluable research tool together these volumes are the essential
reference for minnesota s troops and their campaigns

i historical sketches and rosters of minnesota organizations in the civil and indian wars list and
short record of general officers appointed from minnesota and of other minnesota officers who
were brevetted as general officers list and short record of officers appointed from minnesota in
the volunteer staff corps list of appointments in the united states army from minnesota 1861
1870 list of officers and enlisted men promoted from minnesota volunteers to be commissioned
officers in united states colored troops the indian war of 1862 1864 and following campaigns in
minnesota by ¢ e flandrau roster of citizen soldiers engaged in the sioux indian war of 1862
comp by c e flandrau ii official reports and correspondence relating to the organization and
services of minnesota troops in the civil and indian wars 1861 1865

rock n film presents a cultural history of films about us and british rock music during the period
when biracial popular music was fundamental to progressive social movements on both sides
of the atlantic

winner best history 2012 association for recorded sound collections award for excellence in
historical recorded sound research when mississippi john hurt 1892 1966 was rediscovered by
blues revivalists in 1963 his musicianship and recordings transformed popular notions of
prewar country blues at seventy one he moved to washington d ¢ from avalon mississippi and
became a live wire connection to a powerful authentic past his intricate and lively style made
him the most sought after musician among the many talents the revival brought to light
mississippi john hurt provides this legendary creator s life story for the first time biographer
philip ratcliffe traces hurt s roots to the moment his mother mary jane mccain and his father
isom hurt were freed from slavery anecdotes from hurt s childhood and teenage years include
the destiny making moment when his mother purchased his first guitar for 1 50 when he was
only nine years old stories from his neighbors and friends from both of his wives and from his
extended family round out the community picture of avalon us census records hurt s first
marriage record in 1916 images of his first autographed Ip record and excerpts from personal
letters written in his own hand provide treasures for fans ratcliffe details hurt s musical
influences and the origins of his style and repertoire the author also relates numerous stories
from the time of his success drawing on published sources and many hours of interviews with
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people who knew hurt well including the late jerry ricks pat sky stefan grossman and max ochs
dick spottswood and the late mike stewart in addition some of the last photographs taken of the
legendary musician are featured for the first time in mississippi john hurt
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