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ahdaf soueif the bestselling author of the map of love writes poignantly and beautifully about love and about finding one s place in the world achingly
lyrical resonant and richly woven and with a spark of defiance these stories explore areas of tension where women and men are ensnared by cultural
and social mores and prescribed notions of love where the place you are is not the place you want to be soueif draws her characters with infinite
tenderness and compassion as they inhabit a world of lost opportunities unfulfilled love and remembrance of times past
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the great english novel about egypt which is also the great egyptian novel about england this is a love story a story about growing up a story about
what its like to be a woman eastern and western a story about the history of the post imperial middle east during the last 30 years or so perplexed and
bloody years and a story about home in london in 1979 asya reflects on events in cairo more than a decade before it s may 1967 asya s studying for
university is interrupted by war between israel and egypt a conflict that shapes asya s coming of age as a woman in modern egypt for asya education
love sexuality  and marriage  are  bound up with  and touched by  the  violent  conflicts  between egypt  and israel  as  well  as  the  seductions  and
disappointments of europe ahdaf soueif is one of the most extraordinary chroniclers of sexual politics now writing edward said author of orientialism a
convincing and skilful writer sunday times highly unusual and richly impressive guardian

ahdaf soueif was born and brought up in cairo when the egyptian revolution of 2011 erupted on january 25th she along with thousands of others called
tahrir square home for eighteen days she reported for the world s media and did like everyone else whatever she could cairo tells the story of the
eygyptian revolution of how on the 28th of january when the people took the square and torched the headquarters of the hated ruling national
democratic party the same people formed a human chain to protect the antiquities museum and demanded an official handover to the military it tells
how on wednesday february 2nd as the people defended themselves against the invading thug militias and fought pitched battles at the entrance to the
square in the shadow of the antiquities museum the same people at the centre of the square debated political structures and laughed at stand up
comics and distributed sandwiches and water people everywhere want to make this revolution their own and we in egypt want to share it ahdaf soueif
novelist commentator and activist navigates her history of cairo and her journey through the revolution that s redrawing its future through a map of
stories drawn from private history and public record soueif charts a story of the revolution that is both intimately hers and publicly egyptian

from the best selling author of the map of love here is a bracing firsthand account of the egyptian revolution told with the narrative instincts of a
novelist the gritty insights of an activist and the long perspective of a native cairene since january 25 2011 when thousands of egyptians gathered in
tahrir square to demand the fall of hosni mubarak s regime ahdaf soueif author journalist and lifelong progressive has been among the revolutionaries
who have shaken egypt to its core in this deeply personal work soueif summons her storytelling talents to trace the trajectory of her nation s ongoing
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transformation she writes of the passion confrontation and sacrifice that she witnessed in the historic first eighteen days of uprising the bravery of the
youth who led the revolts and the jubilation in the streets at mubarak s departure later the cityscape was ablaze with political graffiti and street
screenings and with the journalistic and organizational efforts of activists including soueif and her family in the weeks and months after those crucial
eighteen days we watch as egyptians fight to preserve and advance their revolution even as the interim military government the supreme council of the
armed forces throws up obstacles at each step she shows us the council delaying abdication of power undermining efforts toward democracy claiming
ownership of the revolution while ignoring its martyrs we see elections held and an islamist voted into power at each scene soueif gives us her view
from the ground brave intelligent startlingly immediate against this stormy backdrop she interweaves memories of her own cairo the balcony of her
aunt s flat where as a child she would watch the open air cinema her first job as an actor on a children s sitcom her mother s family land outside the city
filled with fruit trees and palm groves in sight of the pyramids in so doing she affirms the beauty and resilience of this ancient and remarkable city the
book ends with a postscript that considers egypt s more recent turns the shifts in government the ongoing confrontations between citizen and state
and a nation s difficult but deeply inspiring path toward its great human aims bread freedom and social justice in these pages soueif creates an
illuminating snapshot of an event watched by the world the outcome of which continues to be felt across the globe

a vivid and passionate love story from the booker shortlisted author

from the bestselling author of the booker prize finalist the map of love an incisive collection of essays on arab identity art and politics that seeks to
locate the mezzaterra or common ground in an increasingly globalized world the twenty five years worth of criticism and commentary collected here
have earned ahdaf soueif a place among our most prominent arab intellectuals clear eyed and passionate and syndicated throughout the world they are
the direct result of soueif s own circumstances of being like hundreds of thousands of others people with an arab or a muslim background doing daily
double takes when faced with their reflection in a western mirror whether an account of visiting palestine and entering the noble sanctuary for the first
time an interpretation of women who choose to wear the veil or her post september 11 reflections soueif s intelligent fearless deeply informed essays
embody the modern search for identity and community
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from the author of aisha and in the eye of the sun a paperback edition of a collection of stories which provide insight into egyptian and western life and
the links between them looking at relationships within and across continents feuds and key events in the lives of certain characters

this is the highly acclaimed novel which marked the debut of ahdaf soueif in 1983 she has since gone on to write in the eye of the sun and sandpiper

a collection of the best short stories from booker prize shortlisted author ahdaf soueif in these selected stories from her collections aisha and sandpiper
ahdaf soueif writes about love and displacement in prose that is delicately nuanced and acutely observed these are achingly lyrical stories resonant and
richly woven but they always retain an edginess as they explore areas of tension where women and men are ensnared by cultural and social mores and
prescribed notions of love where the place you are is not the place you want to be she delivers her characters with infinite tenderness and compassion
as they inhabit a world of lost opportunities unfulfilled love and remembrance of times past ahdaf soueif is one of the most extraordinary chroniclers of
sexual politics now writing edward said author of orientialism a convincing and skilful writer sunday times highly unusual and richly impressive guardian

this guide aims to consolidate and epitomise the re reading of women s writing that has gone on in the last twenty five years this is an opportunity for
stock taking a timely project when so much writing has been rediscovered reclaimed and republished there are entries on writers on individual texts and
on general terms genres and movements all printed in a single alphabetical sequence the earliest written documents in medieval english the visionary
writings of julian of norwich and margery kempe are covered in an historical and geographical sweep that takes us up to the present day the book
reflects the spread of literacy the history of colonisation and the development of post colonial cultures using and changing the english language the
entries are written by contributors from all the countries covered the result is a work of reference with a unique feeling for the vitality wealth and
diversity of women s writing

this concise study argues there is a qualitative difference between arabic literature arabic literature translated into english and a literature conceived
and executed in english by writers of an arab background it examines the corpus of a group of contemporary arab writers who incorporate arab
subjects and themes into the english language
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examining late twentieth century autobiographical writing by arab women novelists poets and artists this essay collection explores the ways in which
arab women have portrayed and created their identities within differing social environments the collection goes well beyond dismantling standard
notions of arab female subservience exploring the many ways arab women writers have learned to speak to each other to their readers and to the
world at large drawing from a rich body of literature the essays attest to the surprisingly lively and committed roles arab women play in varied
geographic regions at home and abroad these recent writings assess how the interplay between individual private ethnic identity and the collective
public global world of politics has impacted arab women s rights

examines novels and short stories by muslim authors who write in english

this edinburgh companion seeks to develop a postcolonial framework for addressing the middle east the first collection of essays on this subject it
assembles some of the world s foremost postcolonialists to explore the critical theoretical and disciplinary possibilities that inquiry into this region opens
for postcolonial studies throughout its twenty four chapters its focus is on literary and cultural critique it draws on texts and contexts from the late
nineteenth to the early twenty first centuries as case studies and deploys the concept of post colonial modernity to reveal the enduring impact of
colonial and imperial power on the shaping of the region and it covers a wide and significant range of political social and cultural issues in the middle east
during that period including the heritage of orientalism in the region the roots and contemporary branches of the israel palestine conflict colonial history
state formation and cultures of resistance in egypt turkey the maghreb and the wider arab world the clash of tradition and modernity in regional and
transnational expressions of islam the politics of gender and sexuality in the arab world the ongoing crises in libya iraq iran and syria the arab spring and
the middle eastern refugee crisis in europe

the museum of islamic art in doha qatar houses manuscripts textiles ceramics and other works from the seventh century to the present day and is one
of the world s most encyclopedic collections of islamic art the origin of its artifacts ranges from spain to egypt to iran iraq turkey india and central asia
reflections edited by british egyptian novelist and critic ahdaf soueif showcases these works and creates a work of art in itself more than twenty
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writers and thinkers from around the world including adam foulds kamila shamsie suad amiry and pankaj mishra have taken works in the museum s
collection and used them to launch essays poems and other pieces which allow the reader to explore 14 centuries of islamic art and culture luxuriously
designed to reference traditions of islamic art and book design as well as the landmark mia building designed by i m pei reflections is illustrated with
photographs of the pieces the writers have chosen as their inspiration contributors include adam foulds anton shammas eric hobsbawm ghassan zaqtan
jabbour al douaihy james fenton jim khalili kamila shamsie marcus du sautoy najwa barakat nasser rabbat oliver watson pankaj mishra philip hensher
radwa ashour raja shehadeh riz ahmed sarah maguire shirin neshat slavoj zizek sonia jabbar suad amiry tash aw youssef rakha

artfully combining social and literary history this unique study explores the dual loyalties of contemporary egyptian authors from the 1952 revolution to
the present day egypt s writers have long had an elevated idea of their social mission considering themselves the conscience of the nation at the same
time modern egyptian writers work under the liberal conception of the writer borrowed from the european model as a result each egyptian writer
treads the tightrope between authority and freedom social commitment and artistic license loyalty to the state and to personal expression in an
ongoing quest for an elusive literary ideal with these fundamentals in mind conscience of the nation examines egyptian literary production over the past
fifty years surveying works by established writers as well as those of dozens of other authors who are celebrated in egypt but whose writings are
largely unknown to the foreign reader novelists and poets scriptwriters and playwrights critics and journalists all have battled with and tried to resolve
the tensions inherent in the conflicting forces of self and society

this indispensable volume a comprehensive and wide ranging resource on edward said s life and work spans his broad legacy both within and beyond the
academy the book brings together contributions from 31 luminaries to engage said s provocative ideas

this book examines the themes and narrative features in ahdaf soueif s the map of love it deals with unresolved questions regarding asymmetrical
intercultural relationships and the historical reasons for the present cultural conflicts it also looks at the role played by nineteenth century visual and
literary stereotyped representations of oriental otherness when compared with the western tradition the author offers a critical perspective on soueif s
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use of nineteenth century english travel writing as a strategy for the deconstruction of its representative mechanisms the book focuses on soueif s
mapping out of the complex and conflictual search for identity on the part of the egyptian protagonists whilst questioning the possible processes of
transformation in maintaining one s own cultural diversity

starting in 1970 jean genet petty thief prostitute modernist master spent two years in the palestinian refugee camps in jordan always an outcast himself
genet was drawn to this displaced people an attraction that was to prove as complicated for him as it was enduring prisoner of love written some ten
years later when many of the men genet had known had been killed and he himself was dying is a beautifully observed description of that time and
those men as well as a reaffirmation of the author s commitment not only to the palestinian revolution but to rebellion itself for genet s most overtly
political book is also his most personal the last step in the unrepentantly sacrilegious pilgrimage first recorded in the thief s journal and a searching
meditation packed with visions ruses and contradictions on such life and death issues as the politics of the image and the seductive and treacherous
character of identity genet s final masterpiece is a lyrical and philosophical voyage to the bloody intersection of oppression terror and desire at the
heart of the contemporary world
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