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this book is the fruit of the first ever interdisciplinary international scientific conference on
matthew s story of the star of bethlehem and the magi held in 2014 at the university of groningen and
attended by world leading specialists in all relevant fields modern astronomy the ancient near
eastern and greco roman worlds the history of science and religion the scholarly discussions and the
exchange of the interdisciplinary views proved to be immensely fruitful and resulted in the present
book its twenty chapters describe the various aspects of the star the history of its interpretation
ancient near eastern astronomy and astrology and the magi astrology in the greco roman and the jewish
worlds and the early christian world at a generally accessible level an epilogue summarizes the fact
fiction balance of the most famous star which has ever shone

yes christ was born in bethlehem but christ s existence didn t begin with his coming to this earth as
a baby in bethlehem the apostle john emphasized this in the beginning of his gospel in the beginning
was the word jesus and the word was with god and the word was god he was in the beginning with god
all things were made through him and without him nothing was made that was made john 1 1 3 esv jesus
was present at the beginning of creation he was and is our creator his pre existence is further
affirmed by his many appearances documented throughout the old testament john f walvoord christian
theologian pastor and president of dallas theological seminary believed and taught that it is safe to
assume that every visible manifestation of god in bodily form in the old testament is to be
identified with the lord jesus christ these pre incarnate appearances of jesus christ are called
christohanies in this book dr raymond horne digs deep into scripture giving details of christ s pre
incarnate appearances to abraham hagar jacob moses balaam joshua gideon and sampson s mother lifting
out life principles and practical applications for today

it is 1693 during the waning days of a militaristic fugitive slave village in northeastern brazil and
the widening landscape of maroon wars in jamaica there exists a patchwork of shared morality and
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beliefs among the myriad mix of west african tribes and the indigenous peoples of latin america and
the caribbean in colonial brazil the beliefs of various taino indian and west african blend
influenced by nearby jesuit orders such as the st raphael mission this contributes to the maroon
culture s interpretations of burial customs and visitations of shadow people or spiritual presences
later in jamaica as with ancient west african and ashanti cultures the silk cotton tree plays an
important role in the village of akrafena and the casa cadiz plantation from the nine night ceremony
and beliefs in survival after death to roaming spirits of the dead the tree also called the spirit
tree god tree and devil tree emits evil spells as well as spiritual inspiration for prevailing forces
that drive the various maroon characters and conflict inspired by actual events this novel offers a
portrait of sustained and conscionable slave rebellion in colonial brazil and jamaica at the cultural
crossroads of myth and reality

seven hundred years to bethlehem the story of the magi and the birth of jesus of nazareth in his
gospel matthew briefly mentions wise men from the east who followed a celestial ray of light to
bethlehem they were magi as in the case of all biblical passages a little investigation into this one
opens brand new windows of insight into the past and historians and other scholars regularly climb
through these windows to verify truths and uncover new mysteries they study analyze and speculate not
only on the significance of scriptural words and syntax but also on the stories that lie hidden
between the lines in his new book seven hundred years to bethlehem charles j caes follows after them
to bring together the story of the magi and their search for a promised savior part 1 draws on lay
and biblical stories to present a tribal history of the magi it covers the seven hundred years from
the time ancient wise men arrive on the iranian plateau until their descendents spot a strange light
in the sky and follow it to a stable cave in bethlehem part 2 draws from canonical and other sources
to tell of events surrounding and including the birth of jesus of nazareth the magis arrival in
bethlehem to find the holy family and the special courage of the magi a final chapter summarizes the
life of jesus and draws from non canonical texts and other sources to speculate on what may have
become of mary joseph and the magi

journey with hamilton as he travels from nazareth to bethlehem using historical information
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archaeological findings and personal reflections he illuminates this most amazing moment in history
and allowing us to gain insight into our own journeys with christ

joe gibbs is the only coach in history who has won prestigious championships in two world class
sports nfl s super bowl and nascar s winston cup a proven winner in motivating himself and others to
succeed the former washington redskins coach and current nascar team owner reveals the keys to
success in racing to win through fascinating inside stories about stock car racing and football gibbs
candidly admits his own mistakes and shares the life lessons he s learned football and racing fans as
well as anyone interested in balancing work and family responsibilities will find racing to win both
a page turner and a valuable resource filled with practical truths victory is within your reach strap
yourself in for the ride of your life and start racing to win now the only man ever to lead teams to
championships in two major sports shares with you his powerful high octane formula for success
calling his plays by the bestselling book of all time joe gibbs tells you what made him a believer in
god in his team members and in himself his incredible story of triumph and defeat in the high stakes
world of professional sports and in life will make you a believer too

from an internationally renowned expert here is an accessible and utterly fascinating one volume
history of the crusades thrillingly told through the experiences of its many players knights and
sultans kings and poets christians and muslims jonathan phillips traces the origins expansion decline
and conclusion of the crusades and comments on their contemporary echoes from the mysteries of the
templars to the grim reality of al qaeda holy warriors puts the past in a new perspective and
brilliantly sheds light on the origins of today s wars starting with pope urban ii s emotive
groundbreaking speech in november 1095 in which he called for the recovery of jerusalem from islam by
the first crusade phillips traces the centuries long conflict between two of the world s great faiths
using songs sermons narratives and letters of the period he reveals how the success of the first
crusade inspired generations of kings to campaign for their own vainglory and set down a marker for
the knights of europe men who increasingly blurred the boundaries between chivalry and crusading in
the muslim world early attempts to call a jihad fell upon deaf ears until the charisma of the sultan
saladin brought the struggle to a climax yet the story that emerges has other dimensions as never
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before phillips incorporates the holy wars within the story of medieval christendom and islam and
shines new light on many truces alliances and diplomatic efforts that have been forgotten over the
centuries holy warriors also discusses how the term crusade survived into the modern era and how its
redefinition through romantic literature and the drive for colonial empires during the nineteenth
century gave it an energy and a resonance that persisted down to the alliance between franco and the
church during the spanish civil war and right up to george w bush s pious war on terror elegantly
written compulsively readable and full of stunning new portraits of unforgettable real life figures
from richard the lionhearted to melisende the formidable crusader queen of jerusalem holy warriors 1is
a must read for anyone interested in medieval europe as well as for those seeking to understand the
history of religious conflict

serving as the sequel to gene roddenberry s original television series star trek the next generation
pushed the boundaries of the final frontier at the same time the show continued the franchise s
celebrated exploration of the human experience reflecting current social and political events st tng
became immensely successful spawning four feature films and several television spin offs this
collection of new essays explores both the series characters and its themes topics include the
federation s philosophy concerning technocracy sexuality and biopolitics foreign policy shifts in the
prime directive key characters including jean luc picard data deanna troi tasha yar and klingon
martial arts music and history

bethlehem brings within reach 11 000 years of history centering on the beloved town s unique place in
the world blincoe s love of bethlehem is compelling even as he does not shy away from the
complexities of its chronicle president jimmy carter bethlehem is so suffused with history and myth
that it feels like an unreal city even to those who call it home for many bethlehem remains the
little town at the edge of the desert described in biblical accounts today the city is hemmed in by a
wall and surrounded by forty one israeli settlements and hostile settlers and soldiers nicholas
blincoe tells the town s history through the visceral experience of living there taking readers
through its stone streets and desert wadis its monasteries aqueducts and orchards to show the city
from every angle and era his portrait of bethlehem sheds light on one of the world s most intractable
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political problems and he maintains that if the long thread winding back to the city s ancient past
is severed the chances of an end to the palestine israel conflict will be lost with it

a brilliant look into the psyche of combat where he once took us into the spartan line of battle at
thermopylae steven pressfield now takes us into the sands of the sinai the alleys of old jerusalem
and into the hearts and souls of soldiers winning a spectacularly improbable victory against daunting
odds general stanley mcchrystal u s army ret author of my share of the task june 5 1967 the nineteen
year old state of israel is surrounded by enemies who want nothing less than her utter extinction the
soviet equipped egyptian army has massed a thousand tanks on the nation s southern border syrian
heavy guns are shelling her from the north to the east jordan and iraq are moving mechanized brigades
and fighter squadrons into position to attack egypt s president nasser has declared that the arab
force s objective is the destruction of israel the rest of the world turns a blind eye to the new
nation s desperate peril june 10 1967 the arab armies have been routed ground divisions wiped out air
forces totally destroyed israel s citizen soldiers have seized the gaza strip and the sinai peninsula
from egypt the golan heights from syria east jerusalem and the west bank from jordan the land under
israeli control has tripled her charismatic defense minister moshe dayan has entered the lion s gate
of the old city of jerusalem to stand with the paratroopers who have liberated judaism s holiest site
the western wall part of the ruins of solomon s temple which has not been in jewish hands for
nineteen hundred years it is one of the most unlikely and astonishing military victories in history
drawing on hundreds of hours of interviews with veterans of the war fighter and helicopter pilots
tank commanders and recon soldiers paratroopers as well as women soldiers wives and others
bestselling author steven pressfield tells the story of the six day war as you ve never experienced
it before in the voices of the young men and women who battled not only for their lives but for the
survival of a jewish state and for the dreams of their ancestors by turns inspiring thrilling and
heartbreaking the lion s gate is both a true tale of military courage under fire and a journey into
the heart of what it means to fight for one s people

this book addresses vital questions concerning endtime events depicted in the book of revelation and
the calling of warrior spirited christians of this generation we are right on the verge of
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devastating events that will create great fear and chaos throughout the world and especially in our
comfort seeking nation these are end time events that are quite mystifying but extremely critical for
this generation of christianity to understand the mission of this book is to provide a clearer
understanding of these times by looking at biblical prophecy through our 21st century eyes it is
intended to feed the warrior spirit within that christian remnant who are aware of the tremendous
challenges that lie before us and are seeking guidance as to what we are about to confront and how to
be ready hopefully this book will encourage many christians who are discerning that troubling times
are about to descend upon the united states as well as the entire world to begin preparing now those
who have seriously prepared will be among the christian leaders in the army of god who will stand
strong in the glorious power of our lord in the midst of these catastrophic times this in depth study
of the book of revelation is truly a serious field guide to help prepare christian warriors for the
great tribulations which will precede the coming of the lord jesus christ to restore his kingdom on
the earth don bell is currently a partner in a cpa firm in the pacific northwest additionally he
served in the marine corps for twenty years including two tours on the front lines of vietnam he
retired as a major at age 38 but was also enlisted for six of those years don also attended seminary
where he received a masters in divinity and sometime later a doctor of ministry specializing in
strategic leadership knighthoodofchristianwarriors com
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